
The One Hundred Twenty-first
Annual Meeting

of the
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association

January 24, 2024
Holiday Inn & Suites
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Improving your process • Enhancing your products • Increasing your profits

Nathan Running
CFP®
Wealth Advisor
*nate.r@strategicwg.net

Tyler Hirth
CFP®
Wealth Advisor
* tyler.h@strategicwg.net

“Strategic Wealth Group offers investment 
and private wealth consulting, providing a 
hands-on approach to financial guidance.”

7820 TERREY PINE COURT SUITE 200,  
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 55347

(952) 843-4944  §  www.strategicwg.net

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Wealth Group RIA, 
a registered investment advisor. Strategic Wealth Group RIA is a 
separate entity from LPL Financial.

THANK YOU 2024 ANNUAL 
MEETING SPONSORS  

AND EXHIBITORS!
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Improving Profitability for Soybean Growers.
Minnesota’s soybean farmers invest check-off dollars in research to help producers 
better manage pests (disease, weed and insects), enhance environmental 
stewardship, optimize soybean quality and increase soybean yield. By supporting 
innovative research, the MSR&PC is doing its part to maintain, and increase, 
producer profitability. Want to learn more? Visit us at mnsoybean.org



Thank you to the following organizations and individuals  
who support and participate in our Annual Meeting:

PROGRAM
Wednesday, January 24, 2024

	9:00	AM	 Check-in and Refreshments..................................................................... Pre-function
			  Trade Show Opens..................................................................................... Pre-function

	10:00		 Welcome............................................................................................. Gophers-Huskies

			  Host: Dr. Fawad Shah  mcia

	10:05		 Panel Discussion: 
			  Emerging Leaders in Seed Production...........................................Gophers-Huskies

Moderator: Dr. Fawad Shah  mcia

			  Conner Danielson  student
			  Jade Estling  estling farms inc.
			  Betsy Jensen  northland community and technical college
			  Kelsey Henke  anderson seeds of st. peter

	11:00		 MDA’s Role in Cannabis Seed Labeling and Sale................. Gophers-Huskies
			  Anthony Cortilet  minnesota department of agriculture

	11:30		 Perspectives: Past, Present, and Future.................................. Gophers-Huskies
			  Roger Wippler  mcia, retired

	12:00	PM	 Lunch, Networking, and Trade Show Break.........................................Celebration

	 1:00		 Door Prize (must be present to win)

			  MCIA Open Business Meeting/Election of Officers............. Gophers-Huskies 
			  Chairman’s Report: Brad Barth
			  Board Member Elections
			  President’s Report: Fawad Shah

	2:00		 Awards Presentation...................................................................... Gophers-Huskies
			  Sponsored by Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council

Master of Ceremonies: Kris Folland  mcia

			  Awards Presentations:
Honorary Premier Seed Grower 
Premier Seed Grower
Achievement in Crop Improvement
Sponsored by The Farmer Magazine

	 3:00		 Door Prize (must be present to win)

			  Adjourn

			  Snacks........................................................................................................... Pre-function

	 4:00		 Trade Show Closes.................................................................................... Pre-function
Please Visit Our Trade Show!

Brad Barth 
Chairman, MCIA Board of Directors

Anthony Cortilet 
Seed, Weed, Hemp, and Biotechnology 
Section Manager, Plant Protection 
Division, Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture

Conner Danielson 
Student, Ridgewater College

Jade Estling 
Co-owner, Estling Farms Inc. 
Owner, Northern Agronomy and 
Precision Services

Kris Folland 
Manager, MCIA Field Services

Kelsey Henke 
Sales and Office Manager,  
Anderson Seeds of St. Peter

Betsy Jensen 
Instructor,  
Northland Community and  
Technical College

Dr. Fawad Shah 
President/CEO, MCIA

Roger Wippler 
Retired Manager,  
MCIA Foundation Seed Services

SPEAKERS & OFFICIALS

Albert Lea Seed

Bjerke Brothers Inc.

The Farmer Magazine

Minnesota Corn

Minnesota Soybean Research 
and Promotion Council

Northern Excellence Seed, LLC

Strategic Wealth Group and 
Strategic Tax Group

SPONSORS

Bratney

Grain Millers, Inc

Minnesota Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council

Profile Industries

SDSU Seed Testing Lab

Strategic Wealth Group and 
Strategic Tax Group

EXHIBITORS


