
The University of Minnesota has released a new hard red 
spring wheat variety called ‘MN-Rothsay.’ The variety fea-
tures excellent straw strength with a good combination of 

yield, protein, and disease resistance.

“MN-Rothsay has straw strength comparable to Linkert but 
has about 10 percent higher grain yield,” says Jim Anderson, 
University of Minnesota wheat breeder in the Department of 
Agronomy and Plant Genetics. “The exceptional straw strength 
of Linkert was largely responsible for its 5-year reign from 
2016–2020 as the most popular variety in the state, so our ex-
pectation is that MN-Rothsay’s higher grain yields, comparable 
or higher than other popular varieties, and improved disease 
resistance compared to Linkert will be attractive to growers.”

In addition to high yields, the protein level of MN-Rothsay is 
higher than other top yielding varieties along with good test 
weight and a good pre-harvest sprouting rating. MN-Rothsay 
has moderate overall disease resistance, with a very good 
score for leaf and stem rust, and a good Fusarium head blight 
(FHB) rating.

Prior to being formally named, MN-Rothsay was tested as 
MN15005-4. The line stood out in both state and regional tri-
als including the Uniform Regional Nurseries trials, where it 
finished second in grain yield out of 33 experimental entries in 
2018, eighth out of 34 in 2019, and had the best straw strength 
of all entries in both years.

Jochum Wiersma, University of Minnesota Extension Small 
Grains Specialist, stresses that, “The value growers place of 
straw strength cannot be overstated, making MN-Rothsay the 
logical choice to replace Linkert in the U’s line-up.”

MCIA certified seed growers received allocations of foundation 
seed of MN-Rothsay this spring. Despite the tough weather this 
spring, seed growers are excited about the new variety and 
will have seed available for planting next year. Look for a list of 
growers in the MCIA Directory this fall. 

The new release is named in honor of the city of Rothsay, 
Minnesota, which is an area of the state with a long history of 
wheat production. 
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University of Minnesota Releases ‘MN-Rothsay’ Wheat

2022 Field Days and On-farm Trials
MN-Rothsay plantings can be previewed July 20 at the Crops 
and Soils Day at the University’s Northwest Research and Out-
reach Center (NWROC), Crookston. University of Minnesota 
experts will provide information relevant to the current growing 
season and answer questions. Bring samples from your fields 
for diagnosis and discussion. Plots of MN-Rothsay and other 
varieties are also at on-farm trials at the following Minnesota 
locations.

June 27	 LeCenter	 Ruth Hoefs and Ron Pominje 
		  1:00–3:00 p.m.

June 27	 New Ulm	 Nathan Gieseke 
		  barley only 
		  5:00–7:00 p.m.

June 29	 Roseau	 Magnusson Research Farm 
		  Hybrid Rye Field Day

July 11	 Oklee	 Ray Swenson 
		  9:00–11:00 a.m.

July 12	 Fergus Falls	 John Walkup 
		  9:00–11:00 a.m.

July 13	 Humboldt	 Mark and Neil Wiese 
		  9:00–11:00 a.m.

July 18	 Strathcona	 Jim Kukowski 
		  1:00–3:00 p.m.

July 20	 Crookston	 Northwest Research and  
		  Outreach Center (NWROC) 
		  Crops and Soils Day

For more information and tour locations visit z.umn.edu/
SGfielddays or contact Jochum Wiersma at  218-281-8629  
or wiers002@umn.edu.

Wheat breeding plots on the University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus.
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Chairman’s View
Brad Barth, MCIA Board Chair

A typical greeting from resi-
dents in the north country 
would go like this, “Greet-

ings from the frozen north.” But 
this year it is, “Greetings from the 
super wet north.” As always in 
our profession, there are weather 
challenges all over our great state. 
This year is no exception. I have a 
few friends whose fields flooded 
so bad this spring they may not be 
able to seed much at all this year.
Normally, in northern Minnesota 
we seed our corn and wheat and 

then we go fishing and return to put in our soybeans. Well open-
ing fishing has come and gone, and we are still maybe only half 
done with wheat. Things just got rolling here when we received 
three-plus inches of rain, which will set us back another week.
Lake of the Woods, on our northern border, is experiencing 
flooding not seen since 1950. I have heard of a threat from 
Rainy Lake: Given a perfect storm of events, it could cause an 
additional four feet of water to dump into Lake of the Woods. 
That’s a lot of water considering the lake is almost one million 
acres in size. This spring has created challenges all over Min-
nesota. I hope everyone can overcome the obstacles and have 
a great year.
I would like to take a moment to welcome the new staff mem-
bers recently hired at MCIA, Keith Marti and Maddie Barkholtz. 
I am sure you will find your time working with the members and 
staff of MCIA to be rewarding.
I thoroughly enjoy my profession and enjoy meeting and in-
teracting with all farming and seed professionals. The people 
I meet are always upbeat and have a positive attitude. Is the 
attitude because we realize how important our profession is? Is 
it because we get a lot of sunshine and outdoor time with fresh 
air and nature’s beauty? I may not be able to put my finger on 
the exact reason “our people” are so great but I am blessed to 
be a part of it.
I hope the weather straightens out for all and leaves you with a 
very prosperous 2022.

President’s Corner
Fawad S. Shah, MCIA President/CEO

Back in 2017, I gave a talk at 
my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Agriculture Faisala-

bad, Pakistan, regarding the U.S. 
seed certification system. During 
the Q&A, I was asked, Since seed 
companies already have stringent 
crop and seed quality standards, 
why is there still an interest in 
completing seed certif ication? 
My response was that the seed 
certification system is based on 
meeting international f ield and 
seed standards. The standards 

are regularly updated, while new standards are added to meet 
changes in seed production. And, finally, seed certifying agen-
cies act as third-party, unbiased verifiers. For over a century, 
seed certification has played a significant role in supporting 
the future of agriculture by verifying that varieties are kept true 
to type.

—

To no one’s surprise, agriculture is a weather-dependent en-
terprise. Today, more variable weather has become the norm. 
The severe drought of summer 2021 was particularly harsh for 
seed production. Our Minnesota farmers managed to endure. 
With a few pockets of rain showers, some had better luck than 
others. Even so, there was a valid concern about whether seed 
supplies would be adequate for the current production year. 
The 2021 winter was prolonged, with record snowfall and cold 
temperatures. For 2022, it is safe to say that we moved from 
winter to summer without spring in between.

This late in the season, we are still observing Minnesota roll-
ercoaster weather; that is, a short duration of warm and hot 
weather followed by relatively prolonged cold and damp condi-
tions. The weather continues to be a challenge for crop plant-
ing, especially in the northern part of the state, with multiple 
snowstorms and unusually wet conditions resulting in flooding 
in some areas. On May 19, there was a heavy hailstorm in the 

Staff News
MCIA welcomes Keith Marti, who was 
recently hired by Field Services as field 
supervisor for District 3, southeastern 
Minnesota. Keith is a graduate of St. 

John’s Univer-
sity, where he 
earned a B.A. 
in accounting. 
Most recently, 
Ke i t h  se r ve d 
as operations 
m a n a g e r  f o r 
feed sales at 
Central Region 
C o o p e r a t i ve . 
H e  w a s  a l s o 

their point person for matters related to 
MDA. His work experience also includes 
over ten years at Del Monte Foods, where 
his responsibilities as field supervisor 
included helping growers with harvest, 
inventory, and sweet corn and pea seed 
production logistics. Keith enjoys work-
ing with growers and field crop produc-
tion. In his spare time, he enjoys outdoor 
recreational activities.

MCIA also welcomes Maddie Barkholtz, 
recently hired as an organic certification 
specialist/inspector for Organic Services. 
Maddie holds a B.S. in animal science 
from the University of Minnesota, Col-
lege of Food, Agriculture, and Natural 
Resource Sciences, where she was on 
the Dean’s list. Maddie has an interest in 

agricultural sus-
tainability and 
environmental 
heal th and is 
knowledgeable 
about USDA Na-
tional Organic 
Program certi-
f icat ion s tan -
dards. She has 
hands-on expe-
rience working 
with dairy and beef cattle, swine, sheep, 
and poultry. Prior to joining MCIA, Mad-
die was a manager at Core Pet Zone’s 
Legends Rescue, where she developed 
procedures, educated staff members, and 
worked directly with customers.
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Cities. We will have to wait to see if crops were damaged. Con-
tinued wet conditions, statewide, kept a majority of farmers 
from getting into the field for a normal start to planting.

The delay in planting is causing worry that the optimum win-
dow for planting small grains crops is closing. The timeline for 
corn and soybean production is threatened as well. Delaying 
planting can negatively impact yields. However, some of the 
yield loss could be recovered with ideal growing conditions. 
According to Dan Lofthus, State Statistician, USDA National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, wet conditions are affecting farms 
across much of the state. “You know, sometimes we’ll have a 
real wet spring in a certain part of the state where the rest of 
the state is not experiencing those conditions,” said Lofthus. 
“This year, it’s pretty general across the state, I would say, and 
even beyond Minnesota. So, we’re not alone.”

As of May 8, Minnesota’s corn planting was 9 percent complete, 
compared to the five-year average of 81 percent, according to 
the USDA. Soybean planting was only 2 percent complete. In 
these challenging times, MCIA has extended inspection ap-
plication deadlines with no late fees. This is one of things that 
MCIA can do to support producers, the future of seed produc-
tion, and agriculture.

Organic Corner
Michelle Menken, Organic Services Manager 

A ll crop and livestock ap-
plications are now due. 
Applications that we re-

ceive in June are late and a $100 
late fee will be charged. The late 
fee will increase to $200 on July 
1, so please get your applications 
in now. If we do not receive your 
application by July 1, we will start 
suspension proceedings. If you 
do not plan to apply, please con-
tact the office and let us know. 
You will have to surrender your 
certif ication or we will have to 

suspend you for not reapplying.

We have been busy this past month reviewing files and getting 
them out to inspectors. Inspection season for crops and live-
stock has started. If you have an inspection date scheduled, 
please try to keep it. However, Covid is still around, so if you 
are sick, please contact the inspector to reschedule. We usu-
ally send at least two files to the inspector so they can do more 
than one inspection in a day and save on travel and mileage 
costs. If you cancel, the inspector will have to reschedule, and 
you may have to bear the entire cost 
of the trip.

We send out Initial Review Letters 
when we get your applications. 
Please review your letter to check 
if we need additional information. 
Some of the information may be 
needed before we can send your file 
to an inspector.

Organic Certification Specialist/In-
spector Karen Gjelhaug is leaving us 

at the end of June to attend business school. We wish her well! 
We have hired Maddie Barkholtz, a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota’s animal science program, to fill the position. Maddie is 
also pursuing a master’s degree in public health with a focus on 
regenerative agriculture. She will be working in MCIA’s St. Paul of-
fice. In addition, MCIA’s new District 3 field supervisor, Keith Marti, 
will be taking the basic organic crop inspector training. Maddie 
and Keith may be visiting your farms with a trained inspector.

HEADS UP: The Origin of Livestock rule will be effective April 
5, 2023. This means organic dairy animals that were transi-
tioned will not be able to be sold as organic animals for slaugh-
ter or to another dairy farm after that date.

Lab Report
Chase Mowry, Seed Laboratory Manager

Seed samples tested by the 
Seed Laboratory during the 
2021–22 fiscal year total 2,840, 

including 2,111 annual crop samples 
and 729 perennial crop samples. 
We will reset the numbers on July 
1. The top three species tested this 
year were soybeans, perennial rye-
grass, and wheat, in that order. Most 
samples submitted were for domestic 
certification, with a small increase 
from last season in service samples.

Overall, sample quality was very high. There was little disease 
present this year. Most abnormalities found in soybeans during 
evaluation of germination tests were classified as mechanical 
damage. This was likely due to variable weather conditions—a 
dry growing season coupled with late rainfalls prior to harvest, 
making the beans more fragile and susceptible to damage. Ger-
mination tests in small grains and corn yielded primarily high 
results. The lab also recently completed its fourth year work-
ing with UMN Associate Professor and Extension Agronomist 
Seth Naeve on his soybean foreign material project, identifying 
nearly 43,000 contaminants present in the 434 samples we 
examined.

The Seed Laboratory successfully completed its first onsite 
accreditation audit in early May for the USDA ASL (Accredited 
Seed Laboratory) program. (Last year’s audit was conducted 
virtually due to Covid restrictions.) The auditors found the labo-
ratory’s Quality Management System, developed by staff, to be 
sufficiently maintained, meeting the USDA ASL Program and 
USDA Process Verified Program requirements. As a result, the 
Seed Laboratory has been granted continued approval, for an 
additional three years, for seed germination and physical purity 

testing of cereals and other crops, 
grasses, legumes, vegetable flowers 
and herbs, and trees and shrubs.

Early in June, I attended the AOSA/
SCST (Association of Official Seed 
Analysts/Society of Commercial 
Seed Technologists) Annual Meet-
ing, held in Chicago. The event 
provided me with the opportunity 
to attend various committee meet-
ings, vote on new rule proposals, 
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and discuss current issues encountered in seed testing. This 
year, results from a lab report audit working group, in which 
I participated, were presented. The working group provided 
feedback and suggestions on the Reports of Analysis submitted 
by participating laboratories.

During the summer, the Seed Laboratory will focus on ac-
creditation items such as updating current SOPs and calibrating 
equipment for the upcoming season. In early June, we will send 
out a Seed Laboratory Customer Satisfaction Survey. This is a 
great opportunity for members to let us know how we did this 
past season. The survey will consist of a few questions regard-
ing your experience(s). Respondents will also be able to make 
suggestions.

Field Services Update
Kris Folland, Field Services Manager

As of June 1, it is no secret that 
spring is still “here” in many 
parts of the state. With plant-

ing delayed, MCIA is also here—to 
serve our members. If you have any 
changes or questions about inspec-
tion or certification, please contact 
your MCIA field supervisor or the 
MCIA office.

This issue of the Minnesota Seed 
Grower is full of updates, including 
the hiring of Keith Marti as the field 

supervisor for District 3, southeast Minnesota. Keith is a great 
addition to the Field Services staff. By the time you read this he 
will already have boots on the ground, conducting field inspec-
tions and meeting members.

As we know, summer will quickly transition to fall. So, remember 
that cover crops and anything planted as seed must follow all 
provisions of Plant Variety Protection, Minnesota Seed Law, and 
technology agreements. MCIA members with certified seed that 
is available for cover crop use may have opportunities for more 
sales this year.

The entire Field Services staff wishes you a safe and bountiful 
crop year. Remember, if you have questions give us a call, oth-
erwise, we look forward to seeing you in the field this growing 
season!

Lacey Barley and PVP
The PVP (Plant Variety Protection) certificate for Lacey 
barley, released by the University of Minnesota Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, expired after June 10, 2022. 
However, according to the USDA PVP office, growers 
who planted Lacey barley this spring, before the expi-
ration date, must produce, label, and sell it as certified 
seed.

Note that after PVP expires, growers selling the seed 
must still identify it by the variety name ‘Lacey.’

For more information on this topic, please visit the Plant 
Variety Protection page of the USDA’s website: https://
www.ams.usda.gov/services/plant-variety-protection.

VDF Fee Increase for UMN 
Wheat Varieties

Effective July 1, 2022, the University of Minnesota’s VDF 
(Variety Development Fund) fee, which supports the 
UMN’s variety research and development program, will 
increase to $0.75 per bushel for all registered and certi-
fied seed sold of wheat varieties (both old and new) re-
leased by the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.

This means that all seed of these varieties sold before 
July 1, 2022, will be assessed at the old fee rate. MCIA 
will send invoice/report forms to seed growers later this 
summer.

Seed sold on or after July 1, 2022, will be assessed at 
the new $0.75 per bushel rate. For seed growers in 
other states, MCIA works with that state’s seed certifi-
cation organization to assess and collect the VDF fees.

Here is a list of the affected wheat varieties:

Bolles
Lang-MN
Linkert
MN-Rothsay
MN-Torgy
MN-Washburn
RB07
Rollag
Sabin
Shelly

Fee schedules for all of MCIA’s services and programs 
are posted on the Client Resources page of the MCIA 
website. Please contact President/CEO Fawad Shah or 
Foundation Seed Services Manager Roger Wippler if 
you have questions.

Prepare for the  
Minnesota State Fair

Remember to save your samples for the farm crops 
show. For information, visit www.mnstatefair.org and 
click on State Fair Competitions!
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MN-Rothsay, the University of Minnesota’s latest wheat release.
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Foundation Seed Report
Roger Wippler,  
Foundation Seed Services Manager

What a Difference a Year Makes

Who would have thought, after the drought last year, we 
would have been dealing with extremely wet conditions 
this spring? Overall, Foundation seed supplies and qual-
ity were not seriously impacted by the drought. Follow-
ing is a summary of a busy and productive year.

Foundation Seed Sales

Late last fall, grain prices for wheat and oats were rising 
and farmers were thinking about planting more small 
grains. By late winter, the price of corn and soybeans 
had climbed, and planting plans remained in flux. The 
late wet spring resulted in more plans changing on the 
fly. It will be interesting to see how early planting inten-
tions compare to actual acres planted.

Overall Foundation Seed sales increased 10 percent 
compared to 2021. Much of the increase was due to 
the release of the new Minnesota wheat release MN-
Rothsay. Wheat sales totaled just over 5,400 bushels. 
The variety MN-Torgy also had good demand.

Oat sales were good with 6,300 bushels sold this year, 
up 6 percent over 2021. MN-Pearl and Reins were the 
most popular varieties. South Dakota released a new 

oat variety, SD-Buffalo, which may do well in Minnesota. 
Foundation barley sales maintained modest levels with 
400 bushels sold.

Soybean sales are largely made up of food-grade types. 
We sold 2,100 units, down slightly from last year. The 
decline was primarily due to drought-related poorer 
yields at Rosemount. A summary of the last five years 
of foundation seed sales follows.

	 2018	 2019	 2020	 2021	 2022

WHEAT (bu)	 5,135	 5,865	 9,864	 4,130	 5,406

OATS (bu)	 4,920	 9,922	 9,954	 5,953	 6,328

BARLEY (bu)	 414	 626	 185	 482	 401

SOYBEAN (50#)	 3,607	 1,503	 2,990	 2,336	 2,108

Color Optic Sorter and Seed Conditioning 

In late January, the Foundation Seed Program purhased 
a Meyer M-1 RGB + Shape Optical Sorter. We were able 
to get the unit set up this spring. It has already proven 
to be a valuable asset when conditioning some of our 
foundation seed lots.

We have used it for both soybeans and barley to im-
prove seed purity and quality. The smaller size machine 
was perfect for use on small quantities of breeder seed, 
prior to planting. We will continue to do additional train-
ing and look for ways to best utilize this equipment.

Vince Egging, UMN farm crew, and Roger Wippler, MCIA, discussed the 
planting of a small soybean increase on the St. Paul campus.

MCIA’s new color optic sorter.
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Mission Statement

Minnesota Crop Improvement Association is an organization 
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products by providing services to enable them to provide high-
quality products to Minnesota, the United States, and the world.
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CALENDAR

JUNE

	 17	 MCIA Board of Directors Meeting, St. Paul
	19–22 	 AOSCA Annual Meeting, Wenatchee, WA
	25–29 	 ASTA Leadership Summit, Indianapolis, IN

JULY

	 4 	 MCIA Office Closed
	 16 	 MOSES Field Day: Pollinator Habitat in  

Apple Orchards, Sapsucker Farms, Mora
	 31 	 MOSES Field Day: Cover Crops & Vegetable 

Production, Kilimo Minnesota, Lino Lakes

AUGUST

	 20 	 MOSES Field Day: Gitigaaning Farm and  
Manoomin Tour, Cloquet

	 25	 Minnesota State Fair (through September 5), 
Saint Paul

	 27 	 MOSES Field Day: First Generation Farm  
Start-up, Naima’s Farm, Alexandria

SEPTEMBER

	 5 	 MCIA Office Closed

For more event information visit www.mncia.org/events


