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John Lundquist Recognized for Achievement in Crop Improvement
At the 2008 annual meeting John Lundquist received the Achievement in Crop
Improvement Award. Sponsored by The Farmer magazine since 1972, the award recognizes
individuals who are dedicated to the seed industry and are active in the MCIA organization
and their community. Paula Mohr, Editor of The Farmer magazine made the presentation.
John and his brother Gene operate Lundquist Seed Inc., in Wheaton. The business is a
wholesale and retail seed firm which operates an approved conditioning plant. They
purchased the business from their father Wilton in 1975 and have produced and sold
certified seed for many years. They continue to produce and sell wheat and soybean seed.
In 1988, the business became one of the original family of owner/processors that linked
together to form Gold Country Seed.
John received the Premier Seedsman Award in 1993 and has served on a variety of MCIA
committees. He has served ten years on the MCIA Board of Directors. He was Chairman
in 1996 & 1997 and is currently serving as Secretary. John has also participated in various
seed trade meetings around the world.
He has been a very active member of his community as well, having served many years on
the Hospital Board, the local Chamber of Commerce, and the Church Council. John enjoys
spending his leisure time golfing and traveling.
John was joined at the awards presentation by his wife Carol. Photo courtesy of The Farmer
Magazine.

Beil Announces Retirement
MCIA President/CEO Gary Beil recently announced his retirement. Gary, who has lead MCIA through some challenging times will retire
May 31, 2008. During Gary’s tenure at MCIA, which began in 1995, several new programs were implemented, including the Organic
Certification Program, Technology Marketing Services and Traceability and Quality Management Systems. The MCIA Board of Directors is
conducting a search and hopes to name a replacement sometime in April.

MCIA Annual Meeting
The 2008 MCIA Annual meeting was held in conjunction with the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association. At the Sunday evening reception
and dinner MCIA welcomed directors and guests from the Minnesota Soybean and Wheat Growers Associations. The evening program
recognized two long time MCIA employees Jerry Hermann and Paul Mickelson who retired in 2007. Paul and Jerry have a combined 80 years
of service to MCIA. They were presented plaques following a brief slide show highlighting their family and careers. MCIA President /CEO,
Gary Beil was recognized with the 2007 Chairman’s Award, presented by the Minnesota Soybean Research and Promotion Council for his
years of support and service to the soybean industry. MCIA also recognized outgoing board members Pete Friederichs of Foxhome, Dennis
Sjogren of Hutchinson and Stevan Helmstetter of Roosevelt. The evening concluded with a light hearted look at life on the farm by humorist
Al Batt.
Monday started with an update on the legislative activities at the state capital. After breakfast, the business meeting began, followed by the
Chairman’s Report, President’s Report and presentations by AOSCA CEO, Chet Boruff and Indiana Crop Improvement Association, Executive
Director, Larry Svajgr. They commented on the history of Seed Certification, the changes in the seed industry and the opportunities that await
an organization looking to the future.
Following the awards luncheon, Dr. Beverly Durgan of the University of Minnesota provided both groups with a look at activities within the
University of Minnesota and the Agricultural Experiment Station. The MCIA staff presented updates on a variety of MCIA programs. Doug
Peterson, President of the MN Farmers Union briefed meeting attendees on the Carbon Credit program conducted by the Farmers Union.
We enjoyed the opportunity to meet concurrently with the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association and appreciate the support of the Minnesota
Soybean Research and Promotion Council. Thank you to all those who attended and to the sponsors and exhibitors who helped make our
annual meeting a success.


MCIA Presents Premier & Honorary Premier Seedsman Awards
The Premier Seedsman Award has been presented annually since 1929 to recognize individuals or partners involved in quality
seed production, active in the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, and who provide excellent service to the seed industry.
The Honorary Premier Seedsman Award presented annually since 1930 recognizes individuals not directly involved in the seed industry but who have actively supported the seed industry, the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, and their local community. At this year’s annual meeting held at Jackpot Junction in Morton, three individuals were recognized. Premier Seedsman recognition was given to Randy & Ann Haberer and Garth Kaste, while Dr. Beverly Durgan was named Honorary Premier Seedman.
Randy and Ann Haberer, Haberer Seed Farm, Morris, MN have been involved in growing
and conditioning certified seed since 1978. In 1980 they built an approved seed conditioning
facility. Shortly after starting the seed business they ventured into processing and marketing dry
beans. They have produced certified wheat, oats, barley, soybeans and certified weed seed free
mulch.
Randy has served as chairman of the Minnesota Approved Seed Conditioners and Marketing
Association, and also served on the board of directors of the Minnesota Seed Producers and
Promotion Association(MPS). Randy was a founding investor in NorthStar Genetics and served
as chairman for many years during the company’s development. Locally Randy and Ann are
members of the Assumption Church. Randy has served on the board of directors of their local co-op. He is a member of the MN Corn
& Soybean Growers Associations and served as chairman of the Stevens County Crop Improvement Association. Randy and Ann have
two children, Alyssa and Reid. Congratulations Randy and Ann on receiving the Premier Seedsman Award.

Garth Kaste, Kaste Seed Inc, Fertile, MN has been involved with MCIA for 30 plus years. Kaste Seed was
started by Garth’s father, Paul in 1963. Initially the farm raised forage seed, but was expanded to include native
seed in 1983. Garth received his BA from Moorhead State University before joining the family business in 1993.
Their operation has expanded to include 2500 acres of native seed production today.
Garth has been a member of MCIA’s Native Grass & Forbs committee for several years. He is currently a
member of the Western Seed Association, the Northern Seed Trade Association, the American Seed Trade
Association and the Field Seed Institute of North America. He has served as president of the Northern Seed
Trade Association and serves as the vice-chair of the Fertile-Beltrami Public School Board. He and wife Colleen
have two children, Cynthia and Grant. When not involved with the seed business, Garth enjoys traveling, hunting
and snowmobiling. Congratulations to Garth a 2008 Premier Seedsman.

Dr. Beverly Durgan, received the 2008 Honorary Premier Seedsman Award. Bev holds the positions of Director
of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station and Dean and Director of the University of Minnesota Extension
Service at the University of Minnesota. Prior to her current responsibilities she held several administrative
positions, including chief fiscal officer and associate dean for the College of Agricultural, Food and Environmental
Sciences. Durgan continues to serve as an Extension faculty member in the department of agronomy and plant
genetics. Her extension and research programs promote timely and effective weed management programs in
small grains and specialty crops.
Dr. Durgan served as the University of Minnesota’s representative to the MCIA Board of Directors from 2002
through 2005. She has and continues to work with MCIA in developing and maintaining various programs
in cooperation with the University of Minnesota. These programs include: variety development, breeder seed
increases, technology marketing services, the variety development fund and various other programs. Congratulations to Bev Durgan.

MCIA would like to thank the following Annual Meeting Sponsors & Exhibitors:
Agri-Pro Wheat, BASF, Bratney Companies, The Farmer Magazine, Greif Packaging, LLC., Pioneer HiBred International, Inc. and the MN Soybean Growers Association
Thanks for your support!


Beil’s Spiel
“THE RUMORS OF MY DEATH HAVE BEEN GREATLY EXAGGERATED.” This
famous quote of Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) came to mind as I was thinking about
the kind of information I wanted to present as part of my annual president’s report at
the recent MCIA annual meeting. As MCIA has gone through an exciting period of
reinvention, we occasionally heard feedback from some of our long time members
questioning whether MCIA was going to survive all the changes taking place. Much
of this comment focused on the fact that we had come to the decision that it no longer
made sense for MCIA to continue in the seed testing business, because other seed labs
in the region could provide this important service more efficiently and cost effectively
than could we. But for some of our long time members, the seed lab represented a lot
of what MCIA was all about.
As I thought about these kinds of concerns, I became convinced that I needed to make
certain that MCIA members know that the primary message today is one of good
news—that MCIA is in a strong position financially and that the programs that are now
a part of our service offerings are contributing significantly to the health and growth of
the association. We were pleased to be able to advise members at the annual meeting
that the financial results for the previous two annual periods demonstrated increases in net assets (a non-profit associations’
equivalent measurement of profitability) of about 5% of revenues, and that we are on track for similar results for the current
fiscal year. These estimates take on greater significance when we recognize that revenues from traditional programs like seed
certification averaged only about 32% of total revenues, while total revenues from MCIA’s new program offerings represented
about 45% of total revenues.
What is clear in all these numbers is that MCIA has successfully reinvented itself in response to the changing agricultural
climate in which we all operate. Most important is the recognition that this ongoing reinvention process has resulted in good
growth for the association while offering new opportunities to meet the production needs of MCIA members. MCIA is in the
business of offering tools that its members can use to successfully produce food and fiber. That’s what all of MCIA’s programs
are designed to do—to be effective tools to be used by members to responsibly produce safe food products for the world. For
example, seed certification is a tool that provides assurance that the right seed product is being effectively utilized to produce
safe grains. Likewise, organic certification is a tool that provides assurance that the food product being produced meets the
proper criteria to be labeled as organic. Every program offered by your association today is designed to be an effective tool
that our members can employ to assure that the products they produce are safe and useful as part of our food system.
Another piece of information shared with the membership at the annual meeting is that I will be retiring from MCIA as President
and CEO on May 31, 2008. This transition of general management is happening at a good time for our association. It is time
for new leadership to take our association to new levels. The reinvention process will be continued. MCIA’s program offerings
will continue to respond by offering members the new tools they need to be more productive, profitable and competitive.
I assure you MCIA IS NOT DEAD! Any rumors you may have heard are not true. I leave this organization knowing MCIA
will continue to grow and to thrive. MCIA will also continue to fulfill its mission to provide members with the tools they need
to be profitable, productive and competitive. I also leave knowing that MCIA will never look like it used to look. I don’t
believe anyone really wants that to happen.
I will be around the office until May 31, 2008. I always enjoy the opportunity to visit with you. Give me a call.
-Gary Beil, President/CEO

Mickelson Thanks the Membership
Paul Mickelson who was recognized for his 40 years of service to MCIA expresses his thanks. “ I
would like to thank all the members and associates of MCIA for their good wishes at my retirement.
Over the years, I’ve met so many wonderful people it would take a book to list them all.”
“I have had the opportunity to work with people from all over the world. It has been a privilege and
honor to work with all of you.”

-Paul Mickelson


Official Minutes of the 2008 MCIA Annual Business Meeting
Chairman Tim Backman called the 105th annual meeting of the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association to order at 9:30 a.m. on
Monday, January 14, 2008 at Jackpot Junction, Morton, MN. Backman confirmed that proper proof of notice of the meeting had
been published in the winter issue of the Minnesota Seed Grower and determined that a quorum was present. Backman introduced
the MCIA Board of Directors to the membership and appointed Dr. Gary Beil as the Parliamentarian for the meeting. Beil was called
upon to introduce the MCIA staff members present at the meeting.
The following reports were then given:
• Secretary’s Report and Minutes of the 2007 Annual Meeting – John Lundquist moved, seconded by Eugene Hook that the
minutes, as published in the Spring 2007 issue of the Minnesota Seed Grower, be approved. Minutes were approved.
• Treasurer’s Report – Backman indicated the report had been published in the Winter 2007 Minnesota Seed Grower and that a
copy was included in the meeting registration packet. The board accepted the report at its November 2007 meeting.
• Chairman’s Report – Backman indicated MCIA has a lot to offer its members and will need to continue to offer more in the
years to come. He challenged each member to take an active role in what is and will be the future of MCIA by participating, speaking
up on issues, suggesting ideas, and asking questions. Change will happen whether we participate or not. Be an active part of what
MCIA will become.
• Nominating Committee Report – Backman presented the following slate of candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee
chaired by Steve Helmstetter, Roosevelt, MN: Brent Benike - District 1, Rick Brandenburger - District 3, Cal Spronk - District 6,
and David Boehm - Related Industry. Nancy Ehlke – Category B position representing the University of Minnesota was nominated
by Dr. Bev Durgan, Director of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station. Backman then called for nominations from the
floor. There being no further nominations, John Lundquist moved candidates be elected with unanimous ballot, seconded by Mac
Ehrhardt. Motion passed.
• Restated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws – The next agenda item presented to the membership was the consideration of
acceptance of MCIA’s restated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. The documents with the proposed changes were mailed to
each member in mid-December. Howard Dahlager moved, Steve Helmstetter seconded to adopt the proposed restated Articles of
Incorporation. Gary Beil gave a brief explanation of the key changes included in the new version. Motion passed. Mac Ehrhardt
moved, Peter Friederichs seconded to adopt the proposed Bylaw changes. Motion passed.
• President’s Report - Chairman Backman then called upon Dr. Gary Beil to give his President’s Report. As part of the report,
Larry Svajgr, Indiana Crop Improvement Association Executive Director presented “What is your local crop improvement doing for
you and why” and Chet Boruff, Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies (AOSCA) Chief Executive Officer talked about
the role of AOSCA and its relationship to certification agencies. In his portion of the report, Dr. Beil indicated that the ongoing
reinvention process has resulted in good growth for the association while offering new opportunities to meet the production needs of
MCIA members. Every program offered by MCIA today is designed to assure that the products being produced are safe and useful
as part of the food system. Beil also announced that he would be retiring May 31, 2008.
Chairman Backman called for other business. There being no other business brought to the floor he declared the meeting
adjourned.

Organic Corner

1.

NOP Updates
AMS Announces Reorganization and Leadership Change - AMS announced organizational and structural changes for the NOP,
reorganizing into three branches: Standards Development & Review; Accreditation, Auditing & Training; and Compliance &
Enforcement. Deputy Administrator for Transportation & Marketing Programs Barbara Robinson will assume overall leadership for the NOP in addition to her other duties, while Mark Bradley will assume leadership for the Accreditation, Auditing &
Training Branch, and Richard Mathews will head up the Standards Development & Review Branch. No decision for leadership
of Compliance & Enforcement has been announced at this time.
Also underway is creation of an electronic reading room, where all NOP records available to the public will be accessible electronically, including a new Q&A site to provide answers to questions posed to NOP. Only answers posted on the Q&A site will
constitute an official response from the NOP. The Q&A site will be a component of a reorganized NOP site called “NOP-AQSS”
(Answers to Questions on the Standards by the Staff). Details will be posted on the NOP website in Today’s News as soon as
they are available. February 4, 2008

2.

Cloning and Organic Livestock Production - Cloning as a production method is incompatible with the Organic Foods Production Act and is prohibited under the NOP regulations. Animals produced using cloning technologies are incompatible with
Organic Foods Production Act and cannot be considered organic under the National Organic Program regulations. The USDA’s
Agricultural Marketing Service is preparing the necessary public rulemaking to address the organic status of the progeny of
animal clones.


Chairman’s View

Mn/DOT Seed Program Update

Every year the buzz word seems to be change. Sometimes I wonder if people get tired of hearing about it and
how it affects them. Maybe so, but I think it is such a
real part of agriculture that it’s worth revisiting. We have
to look at how agriculture is changing and how MCIA is
or has changed in the last year and how I believe we will
be forced to change in the year or years to come. Agriculture to me is simply changing at a staggering pace.

Brett Troyer, Mn/DOT
Office of Environmental Services

I remember one of my first opportunities to visit with Gary
Beil after his hire at MCIA. We went to a meeting in Indiana or
Illinois. We participated in a forum on how Ag would change
in the years to come. The presenter talked about tractors that
would drive themselves down the field. The GPS units would
record all tractor, planter or combine functions you could think
of all day long. Not only would it record it but that information could be sent real time to your overseas buyer of that
product that would be shipped in the fall. We would be able
to send production records from combine to crop insurance
companies as we harvested our crop and get a discount on our
insurance for doing it. I went away thinking pretty cool stuff
but I won’t see it or be able to afford it. Here we are today.
It’s standard equipment on a new tractor, planter or combine.
The future is the present much much faster than we expect.
So how does this relate to MCIA? I think in almost any way
you can imagine. Our organization has to look at its operations and program offerings to see what will be needed, expected or in some cases demanded of us to remain a viable
entity. Seed certification remains the core of our business.
Most everything else we do has its roots from this. Most of
our current programs have been derived from needs that arose
within or from the certification process. We have developed
programs to address those needs, and have made these programs important parts of your current business plan.
Along with new programs comes the need to assess what you
are currently doing. Sometimes this examination forces us
to make some tough decisions. Closing our lab, I believe,
is one example. This decision was tough - very tough to
make. Tough for the employees, the board and I am sure the
membership. It has been a part of MCIA since we began.
I believe we must look at it as a business decision and address it as such. There is a time in any business when it is
necessary to ask if parts of it could be done in another way.
I would contend MCIA has a lot to offer and more will
be offered in the years to come. I encourage you to
take an active role in what is and will happen in the future, speak up on issues, participate in meetings, and
ask questions. Change will happen whether we participate in it or not, so be part of what MCIA will become.

-Tim Backman
If you have questions or comments for the MCIA Board of
Directors, Tim can be contacted at (320) 677-2231

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT)
is in the process of reviewing and updating its seed mixes
as well as making other modifications to its seeding program. We are working with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) to develop unified seed mixes that state agencies
will use throughout the state. Mn/DOT remains committed
to using certified seed as components of its seed mixes. To
encourage participation and growth in the MCIA “yellow
tag” program for native seeds, we will continue to require
Source Identified and/or Selected Class seed for our native
mixes. We plan to expand the use of certified seed (ie. blue
tag) of specified varieties for our cover crop and turf mixes.
Beginning in July, 2008, we plan to require that our mixes
be assembled according to Pure Live Seed (PLS). To simplify seeding procedures for seeding contractors and inspectors, the seed tags will be required to include the amount
of area that will be seeded with the container of seed mixture. The goal is to allow seed mixtures to be planted according to area of coverage rather than pounds per unit
area. For native seeds, the cover crop, native grasses, and
forbs mixtures will be packaged individually. The smaller
bags can be placed inside a larger bag with a package list
attached to the outer bag to show the contents of the bags
inside. All labeling and packaging specifications will be
reviewed and approved by the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture to ensure that they are consistent with seed law
requirements. We are also exploring improved substitution
methods that may work better for the industry and the state.
We plan to move toward using all certified weed free
mulch of Mn/DOT Type 3 (grain straw), Type 7 (prairie mulch), and Type 8 (prairie hay) on Mn/DOT projects
and discontinuing the use of hay mulch (Type 1). Look
for these changes to occur after July, 2008, and be incorporated into plans constructed in 2009 and beyond.
As we develop the new specifications and procedures, we
will be providing draft information to the industry for feedback. We encourage the industry to engage in this program
by providing origin certified native seed for the state. When
developing our turf mixes, we encourage our partnered
vendors to provide us with information on the best new
varieties of each species in the mix to ensure that we continue to use top quality turf seed mixtures on our projects.
We have added one more member to our existing team of
Dwayne Stenlund, Lori Belz and Brett Troyer. Ken Graeve
replaces the late Bob Jacobsen. Ken comes to us from
Shooting Star Native Seed to help us continue Bob’s vision.
For more information regarding the Mn/DOT program, please contact Brett Troyer at (651) 3663629
or
email
brett.troyer@dot.state.mn.us.


Foundation Seed News

New Varieties For 2008

Roger Wippler, Manager Foundation Seed

Three new varieties were released by the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station in 2008. Tom spring wheat, Rasmusson
barley and MN0105 soybeans were distributed by MCIA this spring. A variety development fee will be assessed on seed sold of
these new varieties.
Tom Spring Wheat
Tom, tested as MN01311-A-1, is an early hard red spring wheat with good scab tolerance. Developed by the University of
Minnesota, Tom has consistently been above average in grain yield with good test weight and protein. The heading date of Tom
is similar to Freyr. It is average in height with medium straw strength. Tom has improved tolerance to fusarium head blight (scab)
with a moderate reaction rating. It is resistant to stem rust, resistant to prevalent races of leaf rust and moderately resistance to
other leaf diseases. Tom is resistant to pre-harvest sprouting with good falling numbers
The variety was named in memory of Tom Anderson of Barnesville. Tom, a proud member of the Minnesota Wheat Growers
Association was a leader in obtaining funding for Fusarium Head Blight (scab) research. Tom served a number of other
organizations and was recognized numerous times for his contributions and commitment to agriculture.
Rasmusson Barley
Rasmusson tested as M109 is a high yielding six-rowed malting barley variety. It is currently undergoing a second year of quality
testing by the malting and brewing industry. Preliminary test results for malting and brewing were favorable. Rasmusson has
lower grain protein and higher malt extract compared to current varieties grown in the region. Yields for Rasmusson have equaled
or exceeded other varieties in three years of testing. It is slightly shorter than other varieties and has good lodging resistance.
Rasmusson has a similar disease profile to all the other current Midwest varieties.
The variety is named in honor of long time Minnesota barley breeder Don Rasmusson. Don was known around the world for his
efforts in barley breeding. His varieties improved yields for producers and were widely used in the brewing industry.
MN0105 Soybean
A 0.1 maturity , MN0105 is a conventional soybean line that carries the Rps1c gene for phytophthora resistance. It has very good
yield potential. It is approximately 2 days later than Traill and slightly taller. MN0105 has good iron chlorosis tolerance. This
variety has a yellow hilum and good protein content. A very limited amount of seed was distributed.
**Foundation seed orders are still being accepted. A limited number of varieties are still available. Orders are filled on a
first come first serve basis. For more information please contact the office.

Field Inspections are just around the corner...
“Jody says...”
As you wrap up seed conditioning and testing here are a few items to keep in mind:
1. Send in samples as soon as possible so you have test results for seed you are distributing
2. Always tag or issue bulk certificates for seed you distribute
3. Be sure any Registered seed you intend to use as a seed source has passed final certification
4. Keep accurate records of any seed you carry over from previous crop years.
When preparing for planting and field inspection remember these items:
1. Save your proof of seed source, (tags or bulk certificates) for certified seed, IP grain, QA and native seed.
2. New variety? - If you are applying for field inspection of a new variety we need a complete description. Appropriate
forms can be found online or by contacting the office. Descriptions are due at the same time as the applications.
3. Sign your application, include payment, and seed source.
Application Deadlines:
• June 7 - for small grains, forage & mulch, and other crops requiring multiple inspections.
• July 15 - for soybeans requiring only one inspection
• July 31 - for native grasses planted before July 1
Your MCIA field supervisor or office staff would be glad to answer your questions.

-Jody Prudhomme


Newly Elected MCIA Board of Directors
Brent Benike was elected from District 1 in northern Minnesota, he replaces Stevan
Helmstetter. Brent is General Manager at Northern Farmers Co-op Exchange and
Northern Excellence Seed, LLC, Williams MN.
Rick Brandenburger was elected from District 3, the southern end of the Red River
Valley, he replaces Peter Friederichs. Rick is president of Richland Organics, Inc, a
specialty crops company in Breckenridge.
David Boehm replaces Dennis Sjogren on the MCIA Board and will represent the Related Industries. David is Regional Business Manager for AgriPro Wheat with offices
located in Fargo ND.
Cal Spronk, Edegerton was re-elected from District 6, representing southwest Minnesota. Cal and his brother operate Spronk Seed Farm, Inc.
Nancy Ehlke, was elected to the Category B position representing the University of
Minnesota. Dr. Ehlke is the Department Head of Agronomy and Plant Genetics. She
also conducts research & breeding in forage legumes and turf grasses.
Officers for 2008 are:
Tim Backman, Chairman 		

James Hunzeker, Vice Chairman

John Lundquist, Secretary

Neal Anderson, Treasurer

Meetings & Events
2008 AOSA-SCST Annual Meeting

The Association of Official Seed Analysts and the Society of Commerical Seed
Technologists (AOSA/SCST) annual meeting will be held at the Crowne Plaza in St.
Paul, June 5 - 12, 2008.
There will be an AOSA Centennial Celebration for the 100 year anniversary of the
formation of the Association of Official Seed Analysts.
For more information visit their website at www.seedtechnology.net

International Oat Conference
The University of Minnesota and the USDA-ARS Cereal Disease Lab will
host the Eighth International Oat Conference June 28 - July 2, 2008. The
conference will cover a variety of topics including breeding and genetics,
plot tours and crop production as well as the nutritional aspects of oats. For
additional details contact Dr. Deon Stuthman 612-625-7773 or e-mail at
stuth001@umn.edu.

North Central Seed Conference

The Northern Seed Trade Association is having their 5th annual North Central Seed
Conference. The conference will be held July 23 - 25, 2008 in Rapid City, SD at the
Best Western Ramkota Hotel.
If you have any questions, or would like to register please contact Claudia Osterman
at 651-451-2340.

Forage and Mulch
Standards Revised
The MCIA Board of Directors approved
changes to the MCIA Noxious Weed
Seed Free Forage and Mulch Standards
at their January 13, 2008 meeting. The
revised standards will be in effect for the
2008 production year. The standards are
available on the MCIA website at http://
www.mncia.org/program_foragemulch.
html or call (800) 510-6242 to request a
copy.

MCIA Seed Certification
Handbook
The MCIA Seed Certification Handbook
has been updated. This handbook provides
detailed instructions for MCIA members
participating in the seed certification
program and is a required reference for
all approved seed conditioners and bulk
handlers. To download the new handbook,
go to http://www.mncia.org/program_
seedcert.html or call (800) 510-6242 to
request a handbook.

MN State Fair
Certified Seed Show
Save your Certified seed samples! MCIA
annually supports the MN State Fair
Certified Seed Show. Those interested
in participating can find an Ag-Hort-Bee
Rules & Premiums booklet at http://
www.mnstatefair.org.

Important Links
The following links may help you
find the information you need to
know.
Minnesota Crop Improvement
Association (MCIA): www.mncia.
org
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) - Federal Seed
Act: http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/
seed/seed_pub.htm#Regulations
Plant Variety Protection Office
(PVP):
http://www.ams.usda.gov/science/
pvpo/CertificatesDB.htm
Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA): http://www.
mda.state.mn.us/ Minnesota Seed
Law:
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/appd/
seeds/fsmsrp.html


The Minnesota Seed Grower

Did your Address Change?

Postmaster: Send address changes to Minnesota Seed
Grower, 1900 Hendon Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108.
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David Boehm.. ..................................... Director
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Mary Hanks.. ....................................... Director
Glenn Rivard....................................... Director
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PERIODICAL

Mission Statement
MCIA is an organization dedicated to improving the
productivity, profitability and the competitive position
of MCIA members by providing services to producers,
conditioners, and distributors of plant products
enabling them to provide high quality plant products to
Minnesota, the U.S. and the World.

Calendar
April 9-11 - AOSCA Northern Region mtg, Chicago, IL
April 26-29 - All Things Organic Conference / Trade Show,
McCormick Place, Chicago, IL
May 26 - MCIA office closed
May 31 - Organic producer applications due
June 7 - Field inspection applications due for small grains,
forage & mulch, and other crops requiring multiple
inspections
June 15 - New variety descriptions due for small grain, corn,
sunflowers, and soybeans requiring multiple inspections
June 19-20 - MCIA Board meeting
July 15 - Field inspection applications due for soybeans
requiring only one inspection
July 31 - Field inspection applications due for perennials and
native grasses planted before July 1
August 1 - New variety descriptions due for soybeans, IP Grain,
QA and pre-harvest only inspections
November 1 - Field inspection applications due for perennials
and native grasses planted after July 1
November 14 - MCIA Board meeting, St. Paul, MN
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Part-time Field Inspector Positions Open
MCIA has openings for part-time field inspectors for the
summer and fall of 2008. Positions are open in several
areas of Minnesota. More information and an application
form can be found at: http://www.mncia.org/about_staff.
html#positionsavailable or by calling the office at 1-800-5106242.

