
2015 MCIA Annual Meeting
January 13-14

Bigwood Event Center, Fergus Falls

Meeting Highlights

Tuesday

- Seed Sampling Workshop

- MN Soybean Growers Research Program

- The GMO Debate - Where are we going?

- Bee Health - Bayer CropScience

- Tradeshow Reception & Awards Banquet

- Guest Speaker: Dr. Jim Orf -  

    Reflections on a 30+ year career

Wednesday 

- Ag Standards & Legislative  

    Committee Meetings

- Annual Business Meeting

- Expanding Genetic Diversity for  

    Soybean Improvement

- Barley Variety Development at the  

    University of Minnesota

- University of Minnesota Update

For more information visit www.mncia.org 

or call the MCIA office.

On January 13 & 14th, MCIA members will gather at the Bigwood Event 
Center in Fergus Falls for the organization’s annual meeting.  The two-day 
meeting addresses issues important to the seed industry and provides an 
excellent opportunity to converse with other seed professionals.

On Tuesday evening our featured banquet speaker is Dr. Jim Orf, who will 
be retiring in 2015.  Join us as he reflects on his long career as a soybean 
breeder at the University of Minnesota.  We will also recognize several award 
recipients who have contributed to MCIA and the seed industry.

The program includes Brian Buhr, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural 
Resource Sciences (CFANS) Dean & Minnesota Agricultural Experiment 
Station (MAES) Director.  Other topics include the Minnesota Soybean 
Growers Research Program, the Bayer Crop Bee Care Program, Sequencing 
the Soybean Genome and Trends in the Barley Industry. 

Seed producers, conditioners and bulk handlers will benefit from the seed 
sampling workshop, discuss proposed seed law changes and the need for 
oat seed electrophoresis testing. 

The MCIA Annual Business meeting and committee meetings will also be 
held.  To register for the meeting or to obtain more information contact MCIA 
at 1-800-510-6242 or visit us online at www.mncia.org. 

Ben Lang MCIA President/CEO has informed the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) Board 
of Directors that he will retire May 31, 2015. 

Lang joined the MCIA seed laboratory in 1980, he has 
held positions as field supervisor and manager of field 
services before becoming President/CEO. 

The MCIA Board of Directors will meet in January and 
finalize plans for conducting a search for a new leader of the organization.

Lang Announces Retirement 

Seed Grower
T h e  M i n n e s o Ta
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Chairman’s View
 Duane Dahlman, Board Chair

BE READY

Scab Infected Spring Wheat Seed
Brent Turnipseed, Director, SDSU Seed Testing Lab

2014 provided a varied growing season with cooler temperatures 
and in some areas more moisture during the wheat heading/
flowering stage.  As a result we have seen some scab issues in 
the spring wheat samples.  

By early November over 170 samples of new crop wheat from 
South Dakota and Minnesota had been tested, over 37% exhib-
ited germination rates below 80%, and over 60% of the samples 
had germinations below 90%.  The germination of samples 
received ranged from 45% - 99%.  Many of those were prior to 
conditioning.  

Scab, also known as head blight, head scab, or pink mold, is a 
fungal disease that can attack wheat as well as other small grains.  
Fusarium spp. are the causal agents in scab.  Visual symptoms of 
scab infected seed are not always present, but usually infected 
wheat kernels are shriveled and discolored with a white, pink, 
or light brown scaly appearance.  These kernels are often referred 
to as “tombstones”.

Wheat seed producers should check their seed lots and may 
want to get a preliminary germination test. The results may 
indicate the need to more rigorously condition seed to remove 
lightweight scab-infected kernels.  Planting seed lots that have 
scab damage does not, however, mean you will have scab next 
year.  Disease development depends on environmental condi-
tions at the time of flowering.

Germination - Scab-infected seed, if not dead, will have lower 
vigor and be more susceptible to other field fungi when they 
germinate in the soil, and will remain vulnerable to infections 
in the seedling stage.  In germination testing, infected seeds/
seedlings can reduce germination percentages because of second-
ary infections.  The SDSU lab plants eight 50 seed replications 
to spread out seeds/seedlings to reduce secondary infections, 
providing a more accurate test. 

Seed Treatment - Another option that growers may consider 
using is a fungicide seed treatment.  There are several effective 
seed treatment fungicides on the market.  Using a seed treat-
ment will not bring dead seeds to life, but will protect seeds and 
seedlings from early season fungal infections.  

Treatments will  suppress surface-infected Fusarium from growing 
during germination and prevent infection of the seedling, 
thus allowing that seedling a chance to grow into a productive 
plant.  A fungicide treatment will usually increase germination 
of infected lots on average at least 10% over a standard (4 reps 
of 100 seed) germination test.

Check with your seed testing lab to see if they offer a treated 
germination test along with the standard (untreated) germina-
tion test to compare potential benefits of seed treatment.  Taking 
steps now will provide information about the quality of your 
seed and give you time to address any problems. 

As 2014 comes to a close, we are often 
drawn to reflect on the past year.  
Though I believe that this is impor-
tant, I also look at this season as one 
to prepare ourselves and be ready for 
what’s ahead, much like we are taught 
through the season of Advent. 

A movie quote from Clint Eastwood 
expresses this sentiment, “tomorrow is promised to no one”.  
This quote particularly resonated with me recently as I unex-
pectedly lost two people in my life; a 16 year-old young man 
tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident as well as a beloved 
seedsman I’ve known and worked with for many years. 

Tomorrow truly is promised to no one and the loss of life is a 
strangely beautiful reminder of this.  In paraphrasing Daniel 

Willey, we live in a world full of constant change.  I challenge 
each of you as you prepare for the growing season ahead, to 
be open and ready to consider every detail while remaining 
optimistic and unbiased.

 In doing this, you will be ready to accept the changes that are 
put in front of you and utilize them to improve your eventual 
harvest.  I always tell my kids, “You start with a plan and then 
deviate if necessary”.  This too is our MCIA. 

 I continually remind MCIA members of our mission statement 
that states we are an organization that is dedicated to improv-
ing the productivity, profitability and competitive position of 
producers, processors and distributors of agricultural products.  
There is only one way to do this and that is to BE READY to 
meet our customer’s ever changing needs. 
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Since 1903President’s Corner 
Ben Lang, President/Ceo

Annual Meeting - A Unique Opportunity 

For producers, winter brings numerous 
meeting opportunities on virtually 
any agricultural topic.  We consider 
that as we plan the MCIA Annual 
Meeting.  Our goal is to put together 
a unique program that includes topics 
that impact seed producers, provide 
educational opportunities, allow 

members to provide input into our programs, and perhaps 
most importantly, create networking opportunities. 

The 2015 MCIA Annual Meeting will give attendees the chance to 
learn about advancements in breeding technology for soybeans 
and efforts to create two-row and winter barley varieties for the 
Upper Midwest.  Other topics include an industry initiative to 
address pollinator issues, a discussion about the GMO debate, an 
update form Dr. Brian Buhr, the new Dean of the University of 
Minnesota’s College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and a seed sampling workshop. 

A very special Awards Banquet is planned this year - Dr. Jim Orf, 
soybean breeder at the University will be the guest speaker.  Dr. 

Orf, recognized not only in Minnesota but throughout the world 
for his work with soybeans, has announced his retirement.  Join 
us as he reflects on his long successful career spanning a period 
of dramatic change in the soybean industry.   

The Annual Meeting serves another important function.  It is 
an opportunity for our members to provide input and direc-
tion to MCIA through participation in committees and election 
of the Board of Directors.  Your input as members has been 
extremely important to me as I have led the organization over 
the last seven years.  

You may have noticed the announcement elsewhere in the Seed 
Grower that I will be retiring May 31st.  I certainly have mixed 
emotions as I look forward to the meeting knowing that this 
will be my last with MCIA.  However, I have nothing but con-
fidence that MCIA will remain strong, relevant and valuable to 
its members in the coming years.  I hope you will include our 
meeting on your agenda for the coming year.  I wish you all a 
happy Holiday Season and an outstanding New Year!

Organic Corner
Michelle Menken, organic Coordinator

2014 is wrapping up. With 
many new clients we felt like 
we were behind this year, 
but the last of the crop and 
livestock producers will be 
finished soon. 

This winter we will be 
working with our processors 
and handlers and visiting 
potential clients. We will 
also be improving our forms 
and systems, let us know if 
you have any ideas on how 
to make things easier and 
more efficient.

We have just completed 
our second year of random 
pesticide residue testing 
and once again all came 
back clean.

We look forward to seeing 
you at the winter confer-
ences. The MCIA Organic 
Committee will meet on 
January 9th at 5:30 in the 
Blue Room at the Minnesota 
Organic Conference in St. 
Cloud, please join us. 

New Soybean Breeder Announced

Aaron Lorenz is the newly hired soybean breeder in 
the University of Minnesota, Department of Agronomy 
and Plant Genetics.  Dr. Lorenz is one of two MnDRIVE 
Scholars hired in the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Natural Resource Sciences. 

Dr. Lorenz is a native of Worthington, MN where he 
grew up on a corn-soybean farm.  He received his 
undergraduate degree at the University of Minnesota, 
his M.S. from Iowa State University and his Ph.D. in 
Plant Breeding and Plant Genetics from the University 
of Wisconsin.  He is currently an Assistant Professor at 
the University of Nebraska. 

He will be starting March 31, 2015 as an Assistant 
Professor where he will work closely with Dr. Jim Orf 
for approximately one year prior to Dr. Orf ’s retirement.   
In addition to developing new cultivars of conventional 
and specialty food soybeans, Dr. Lorenz’s main research 
objectives will be to improve the efficacy and speed of 
breeding for complex traits in soybean.
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Happy 
Holidays 

from the 
MCIA Staff

CALENDAR

January
1 ............... MCIA office closed for New Year’s Day
9-10 .......... MN Organic Conference, St. Cloud
13-14 ...... MCIA Annual Meeting, Fergus Falls
15-16 ........ MN Fruit & Vegetable Growers Conf., St. Cloud
19 ............. MCIA office closed for Martin Luther King Day
19-23 ........ Small Grains Update Meetings, various locations
23-24 ........ NPSAS Ag Conference, Aberdeen, SD
28-30 ........ MN Ag Expo, Mankato

February
4 ............... Best of the Best in Soybean Research, Moorhead
5 ............... Best of the Best in Soybean Research, Grand Forks
7-8 ............ Immigrant & Minority Farmers Conf., St. Paul
14 ............. Sustainable Farming Assn (SFA). Conf., St. Joseph
18-19 ........ International Crop Expo, Grand Forks
18-19 ........ SFA Midwest Soil Health Summit, Alexandria
26-28 ........ MOSES Organic Farm Conf., La Crosse

See the MCIA website www.mncia.org for more upcoming events. 

MN Field Crop Trials online

The 2015 Field Crop Trials from the Minnesota 
Agricultural Experiment Station (MAES) are available 
online at www.maes.umn.edu  The Field Crop Trials 
are printed in various other publications including 
the Minnesota Seed Guide, Agri News, Prairie Grains 
and Soybean Business magazines.  The Trials can also 
be accessed  through the MCIA website.

SDSU Royalty Rates to Increase

Royalty rates for South Dakota State University 
developed varieties will increase on July 1, 2015.  The 
royalty rates for wheat will be $.60/bushel and oats 
$.30/bushel.  This includes previous released varieties 
like Horsepower and Shelby 427 oats and Forefront 
wheat.  For a complete list of varieties visit the MCIA 
website or contact the MCIA office 1-800-510-6242.
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