
A trip to the Minnesota State Fair includes 
eating your favorite deep fried foods and seeing 
certain things every year like the largest boar 
pig or giant pumpkins.  For many that list of 
sights also includes Crop Art. 

This past year Crop Art celebrated 50 years at the 
State Fair.  The annual art competition, which 
requires the use of seeds from plants that can 
be grown in Minnesota, is a popular attraction 
in the Agriculture Horticulture Building.

The crowds start filing in when the building 
opens at 9:00 a.m. and remain steady through-
out the day.  The art is displayed in the Farm 
Crops area along with scarecrows, FFA crop 
and Certified seed samples. 

The origins of Crop Art at the fair are rooted in 
the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association 
(MCIA).  In 1965, Orris Shulstad managed the 
MCIA seed laboratory and was Superintendent 
of Farm Crops at the Minnesota State Fair. 

In 1965 the responsibilities of the Superintendent 
included the Minnesota Certified Seed show which was a 
huge competition with hundreds of seed samples entered by 
MCIA members.  But Shulstad wanted to raise awareness about 
crops grown in the state and attract the increasing number of 
people not associated with agriculture. 

Shulstad envisioned a competition where artists used seeds 
and crop plant parts to fashion works of art.  He sought the 
help of his sister Jean Hudak, a classically trained oil painter.  
Together they made crop art a reality, creating a one of a kind 
exhibition.  

During a brief celebration commemorating 50 years of Crop 
Art at the State Fair, Arne Shulstad, son of Orris, shared some 
thoughts.  “In the early years, the art was often movie stars or 
scenery” said Arne, “Even back then, crop art got the attention 
of the media” as he recalled WCCO TV visiting the exhibit.   

With several categories including wearable art, artists young 
and old enter their creations.  According to Ron Kelsey, current 
Farm Crops Superintendent, there were over 150 entries this 
year; from Minnesota and surrounding states. 

The works vary from portraits and landscapes to offerings which 
include political satire and social commentary.  Sometimes 
controversial and sometimes whimsical, the art is quite varied.  
Entries must include a legend indicating the type of seeds used. 

Darlene Thorud of Bloomington participated for the first 
time in 1966; she won $25 that year and has not missed a 
year since.  Finding a variety of seeds was always a challenge.  
She purchased seed at Harris Feed Store in Minneapolis and 
also looked for opportunities to find new crop seeds during 
trips to the country.

Encouraged by a friend to take up crop art, Thorud has won 
over 130 blue ribbons and numerous best of show honors.  
She was recognized during the crop art celebration for her 50 
straight years of participation.  

Another long time exhibitor is Linda Paulson of Hackensack 
who took up the craft after her mother talked her into it.  
Paulson’s mother Lillian Colton, a pioneer in crop art, is 
known as “The Seed Queen”. 

One of eleven pieces entered in this year’s crop art competition by Darlene Thorud, helping 
her earn the Premier Crop Art Exhibitor Award at the 2015 Minnesota State Fair.

Continued on page 2
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Seed Corn Exhibit Opens in Dassel

The Dassel Area Historical Society 
opened a new Seed Corn exhibit 
this past summer. The exhibit 
titled “Seed Corn: From Maize to 
Amazing” showcases the history 
of seed corn in the Dassel area 
and its impact on the hybrid corn 
industry. 

Many MCIA members in this 
region have played an important 
role in this history. You may find 
it very worthwhile to make a trip 

to Dassel and view this exhibit. 

The museum is located at 901- 1st 
Street North in Dassel.  It’s open 
Tuesday - Friday 10 AM to 4 PM 
and Saturday, 9 AM to 1 PM.  For 
more information contact the Dassel 
History Center & Ergot Museum 
(320) 275-3077, email: dahs@
dassel.com or visit their website:  
http://dassel.com/history-center/
history-or-ergot/.

This MinHybrid Seed Corn piece with the Minnesota Crop 
Improvement Seal was created by Linda Paulson.

Kelli Larson from Woodbury was the Blue Ribbon 
winner, in the Seed & plant craft objects category.

Colton of Owatonna entered her crop art for 17 years earning 
numerous awards before turning to demonstrating.  Then for 23 
years she came to the fair everyday to demonstrate crop art.  “She 
was 90 years old and never wore glasses” Kelsey said.  

Paulson and her mother have created a number of amazing 
portraits using seeds and plant parts.  Their works include Willie 
Nelson, Frank Sinatra, Garrison Keillor, Abe Lincoln, Lucille Ball 
and  Tiger Woods to name a few.  Some of these portraits can be 
seen on the website www.cropart.com

After her mother passed away in 2007, Paulson took up the family 
tradition of demonstrating crop art.  Each day fairgoers gather to 
watch and learn the techniques used in creating crop art; perhaps 
enticing a young artist to enter next year’s competition.

Kelsey believes Minnesota is the only state fair with a crop art 
competition.  He inspects each piece making sure the seed used is 
allowable.  White rice, coconuts and weed seed are not permitted. 

The art is judged prior to the fair opening then displayed for 
public viewing.

Every year 1000’s of people make a point to visit the Farm Crops 
exhibit to see crop art.  Along the way they ask about the FFA 
samples and wonder how the certified seed is judged.  It goes 
without saying that what Orris Shulstad began in 1965 to draw 
attention to Minnesota crops has become a huge success. 
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Organic Corner
Michelle Menken, Organic Coordinator

It has been a busy but lovely 
summer.  We have added 87 new 
certified operations or scopes to 
our client list this year.  That is 
the most we have ever grown in 
one year.  Our practice is to finish 
new people’s certification first so 
they have a certificate in hand to 

start selling organic products.  So if you are thinking that 
it has taken longer this year to get your certificates that is 
why.  Thank you to everyone who referred new people to us!  

We have our last few crop and livestock inspections scheduled 
and now it will be all hands on deck to complete final 
reviews and finish certification on those remaining.  Starting 
October 1, 2015 we are adding another staff person, Wendy 
Paulsen.  Wendy has been a long-time organic inspector.  

Just as a reminder to everyone - your certificates do not expire.  
They are valid until surrendered, suspended or revoked.  
They are issued annually to show you are in compliance 
with the requirement to apply and be inspected annually.  
If you do not have your 2015 certificate yet and you need 
to make a sale, contact MCIA and we can issue a Letter of 
Good Standing.

The Organic Cost-Share Reimbursement program is available 
again this year.  MCIA has just mailed out reminder letters.  
If you have already applied, you can ignore the letter from 
us.  If you are new to certification, the cost-share program 
allows you to apply for a refund of 75% of the certification 
costs, up to $750.  

You have to apply to the agent in your state for the refund.  
The agency name and address in your state will be in the 
letter you receive.  Each state has a different application 
deadline.  The refund is for costs incurred between October 
1, 2014 and September 30, 2015.  It is a voluntary program.

The next National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) meeting 
will review a large list of products that are on the National 
List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances which are due 
to sunset.  If you would like to review this list and/or make 
comments, here is the link: http://www.ams.usda.gov/event/
nosb-meeting-2015-vt.  

Products on the National List sunset every 5 years and have 
to be reviewed and reapproved to continue to be listed.  
Micronutrients are one of the input products that are up 
for review at this meeting of the NOSB.  We are happy to 
say that the NOP just announced their approval of the use 
of Electrolyzed Water for sanitation.

MCIA Members Named 2015 
Farm Families of the Year

The 2015 Farm Family Recognition program was held Thursday, 
August 6th at Farmfest. It is sponsored by the University of 
Minnesota and Farmfest.

This program honors farm families from Minnesota for their 
contributions to the agriculture industry and their local 
communities. All of the honored farm families have made 
significant contributions to Minnesota agriculture and their 
communities. Two MCIA members were among those honored.  

Lacey Ridge Farm,  Brian and Debbie Lacey and Family from 
Grant County

Ocheda Seed LLC., Richard and Bethani Fellows from Nobles 
County

Congratulations to all the families recognized!  For a 
complete list visit, http://mnfarmfamilies.cfans.umn.edu/
families-by-year/2015-farm-families/.

MDA Changes Seed Fees

Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) 
Seed permit holders should have received notice 
about changes in the Minnesota Seed Law 
regarding seed fees. The change was  enacted 
by the legislature this past spring.  Information 
about the changes was included in your MDA  
Semi-annual report. The information MCIA 
received can be found on the MCIA website. If 
you have questions contact your local MDA seed 
and weed advisor. 
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What If?

Chairman’s View
 Paul Adams, Board Chair

This was the phrase that one of my 
Ag Economics college professors at 
NDSU would use whenever discussing 
grain markets, weather, or the outcome 
of the upcoming Minnesota Vikings 
game.  In some of the daily lectures, 
heavy classroom debate would occur 
because if yields or the markets were 
held at a constant, every student’s 

hypothetical business model would work.  

The professor always would interject the “What If?” question.  
“What if interest rates increase?” he would ask or “What if 
markets drop 30%?”  The point he was trying to get across 
was that adapting to change and success go hand in hand.  

When I came back to the farm after college, I knew what to 
do, because like many young farmers, I had been my father’s 
shadow for many years.  We always spread fertilizer in the fall, 
picked wild oats in the wheat by hand, sold what seed was 
leftover in July for whatever the cash price was at the time, 
and my brother and I always somehow managed to shovel 
grain bins on the hottest days of the summer.  That’s what 
my family always did. 

 These were all great learning points, but some change was 
needed on our farm in order to compete in today’s world.  I 
realized the mindset of “That’s the way we always do it” may 
not mean much in the future. 

Markets have gone from all-time highs to below the cost of 
production in some cases.  Expensive equipment,  strong fer-
tilizer prices, and mother nature being unfair in both the rain 
and hail departments has everyone thinking about changing 
the way they have always done business in the past.  

New traits and genetics coming to the marketplace will offer 
producers a variety of choices that they never had before.  
Precision agriculture is a booming and advancing market.  
Larger and more efficient machinery allows for less labor and 
higher productivity.  We have tools available to us that we’ve 
never had before and they will allow us to adapt to more 
changes faster than ever before.

Change is always happening in the world of agriculture and 
in order for us to find ways to feed the ever growing world 
population, it has to change.  The challenge for us as produc-
ers is to identify our needs or our customers’ needs and adapt 
to meet those needs.   

The way we have always done it will no longer apply and if 
we are facing more and more “What ifs” in the marketplace, 
change is inevitable. 

Help Recognize a Deserving 
MCIA Member!
MCIA members are invited to nominate individuals 
for the Achievement in Crop Improvement Award, 
the Premier Seedsman and Honorary Premier 
Seedsman Awards.  

Not sure of the criteria or if someone has previ-
ously been recognized?  

Contact Roger Wippler at the MCIA office for 
more information.

Annual Meeting Notice
The 2016 Annual Meeting, will take place Tuesday 
and Wednesday, January 12-13, at the Bigwood 
Event Center in Fergus Falls.  

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!  More 
information will be available soon.

Contact Fawad S. Shah at MCIA if you have 
agenda items that should be addressed at the 
Annual Meeting.

Early Call for Resolutions
A draft of any resolution to be considered by the 
MCIA Legislative and Public Affairs Committee 
and forwarded to the floor of the annual meeting 
should be received by MCIA 14 days prior to the 
meeting.

Please contact Fawad S. Shah if you have a resolution 
that should be considered.

Annual Meeting News
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Since 1903President’s Corner 
Fawad S. Shah, President/CEO

People Make a Difference

Crop improvement associations, 
across the nation as well as in its 
member AOSCA countries, strive to 
achieve the primary purpose of seed 
certification, i.e., maintaining genetic 
purity and varietal identity. 

Minnesota Crop Improvement 
Association (MCIA) fulfills this core 
component of seed certification 

through its experienced and dedicated field inspectors and office 
staff.  Efforts that culminate with the issuing of a certified seed 
tag start weeks prior to the actual field inspection work.  The 
process is much more involved as MCIA certifies a wide range 
of crops including turf grass, small grain, corn and soybean, to 
name a few.  Over 275,000 total acres were applied for in the 
2015 crop year, which clearly translates to the amount of hard 
work put in by MCIA staff to complete its mission. 

A typical day for a field inspector starts early by driving to the 
field to be inspected, ensuring its correct location by reviewing 
the map, and aligning crop and other pertinent information 
before walking the field.  Generally speaking, inspectors look 

for off-types and verify the variety to be true to its breeder’s 
description, they also check field isolation, identify weeds, 
check for other crop, note disease pressure and crop history. 

It takes skilled and trained eyes to spot problems in the field.  
MCIA Field Supervisors Jim Boots, Kris Folland and Seth 
Dagoberg, with a team of inspectors are adequately equipped 
with needed tools and technologies. They not only serve as 
trained field inspectors, but also help grow MCIA’s relation-
ship with its members and seed producers.  Suffice to say, this 
relationship continues to stay strong and healthy.

I am proud of the contributions made by MCIA, and its regional 
and global impact in the overall agricultural economy.  I con-
tinue to appreciate the opportunity to lead our organization 
through an ever changing industry by embracing its challenges 
and opportunities.  I want to thank you, the members for choos-
ing MCIA for independent and unbiased inspection work.  On 
behalf of the management and staff of the Minnesota Crop 
Improvement Association, I would like to thank MCIA Board 
of Directors for their continuous support, skills and out-of-box 
approach that help lead the way. 

Board of Director Nominations
Nominations are open for the MCIA Board of Directors.  
The following seats are open:  

•	 Paul Adams, District 2 

•	 Jim Kukowski, District 1 

Jim is eligible to serve another term.  The MCIA Board 
districts are shown here. Directors are elected by and 
from the members at the annual meeting to a three 
year term of office. 

If you are interested in serving or know somone who 
might be, send your nominations to Fawad S. Shah 
at fawad.shah@mncia.org. 

MCIA Board Districts

2

1

3
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CALENDAR

November
7-10........... Western Seed Assn. Annual Meeting, Kansas City
12.............. AgriGrowth Meeting & Conference, Minneapolis
20.............. MCIA Board Meeting, St. Paul
22-23......... Iowa Organic Conf., Iowa City
26-27......... MCIA Office Closed

December
7-11........... ASTA Corn, Sorghum & Soybean Seed Research  

                    Conference, Chicago
9-10........... Prairie Grains Conference, Grand Forks, ND

January
8-9............. MN Organic Conference, St. Cloud
12-13......... MCIA Annual Meeting, Fergus Falls
14-15......... Midwest Fruit & Vegetable Growers Conf., St. Cloud
22-23......... NPSAS Winter Conf., Aberdeen, SD
27-28......... MN Ag Expo, Mankato

See the MCIA website for more upcoming 
events at www.mncia.org
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