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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association  
Presents Premier Seed Grower Award to Dean Johnson and Kurt Aakre 

FERGUS FALLS, MINNESOTA, January 12, 2023    Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) 
today recognized Dean Johnson and Kurt Aakre, of Karlstad, with the Premier Seedsman Award. MCIA 
recognized the pair for their long history in certified seed production and service to their community. 

— 

Dean Johnson and his brother-in-law, Kurt Aakre have been farming together since 1989. The Lloyd 
Johnson farm, in northwest Minnesota, has been in the family since 1887. Their first seed crop was 
potatoes, which were grown by multiple generations before the transition to only seed grains. 

Dean grew up on the home farm, which in the early years had livestock. He attended Evangel University 
and the University of Minnesota Crookston before returning to farm with his father, Lloyd. In addition to 
potatoes, he has grown a wide variety of crops throughout the years, including small grains, flax, edible 
beans, sugar beets, corn, and soybeans. 

Kurt learned the value of hard work while growing up on a dairy farm near Rollag, Minnesota. After a start in 
college at Concordia Moorhead and a little work experience, he graduated from North Dakota State 
University with a degree in ag economics. He married Dean’s sister and, after a five-year stint in the 
banking industry, he joined the Johnson’s family farm.  

The duo has shared responsibilities over the years, working together to make the farm and seed business 
successful. They began growing seed in their own name over thirty years ago. Barley was the primary seed 
crop before they added wheat. Today, all their acres of wheat and soybeans are for seed production. 

Their involvement in the Kittson County Crop Improvement organization allowed them to connect with other 
seed growers and conditioners. Through the years, they have developed good relationships with several 
seed conditioners, including the late Ron Peterson, Lake Bronson Elevator, CHS Greenbush, Weinlaeder’s, 
and Capistran’s. 

Growing seed is a rewarding experience for Dean and Kurt. They recognize the value and importance of 
high-quality seed in a successful farming operation. They are willing to put in the extra effort—cleaning 
planters, trucks, and combines—to ensure the seed they produce is pure and will perform well for the 
farmers who plant it. 

Dean and Kurt have been very active in their local community. Both have served on their church and local 
county crop improvement boards. Kurt has been a Sunday school teacher, youth leader, and a member of 
the Heritage Christian school board. He is also a member of the Minnesota Wheat and Soybean growers’ 
organizations and is past chair of the Karlstad Elevator board. 

An Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Dean is also a CPR and EMT instructor. He has been on several 
medical mission trips as an EMT and conducted optical screening in about a dozen countries. He has also 
served on the local Health Facilities Board and as a township supervisor. 
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Upon receiving the honor Kurt said, “We’re thankful for the honor,” adding. “Growing up, we were taught to 
do the very best you can in whatever you do because that’s what the Bible says, and we carry that on in 
everyday life.” 

A fifth generation is now involved. Kurt’s son, Adam, and his family are part of the farm and seed operation. 
Dean, Kurt and his wife, Denise, enjoy having the youngsters around. The future looks bright for this family 
farm. 

The Premier Seed Grower Award, presented annually since 1928, recognizes exemplary service to the 
seed industry by individuals or partners who have been involved in the production of certified seed and who 
have been active in the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association and their local community. 

— 

Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet 
the needs of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic 
certification, foundation seed production, and a variety of customized third-party verification programs for 
seed and identity-preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul 
campus with field staff located throughout Minnesota. 

### 

For more information on this topic, please contact Roger Wippler at 612-625-7766 or wippl002@umn.edu. 
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