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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association  
Presents Premier Seed Grower Award to Brad Barth 

ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA, January 29, 2025    The Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) today 
recognized Brad Barth, of Thief River Falls, with the Premier Seed Grower Award. The award, presented 
annually since 1928, recognizes individuals or partners involved in quality seed production, active in MCIA, and 
who provide excellent service to the seed industry. 

Brad Barth was honored, along with fellow Premier Seed Grower awardees, Maynard Peterson and Brian and 
Betsy Jensen, during the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association’s 122nd Annual Meeting. The event was 
hosted at the Holiday Inn and Suites in St. Cloud, Minnesota, January 29, 2025. 

— 
Brad Barth grew up near St. Hilaire, in northern Minnesota. At a very young age he was helping his father, a 
custom airplane applicator, flag each pass while spraying fields. Growing up around crop production and the 
business of agriculture started his roots and love for farming, which led to a future in the seed business.  
Initially, though, he took a different path. Brad graduated from college with a degree in accounting. He worked as 
an accountant for 17 years. Brad’s wife, Joyce, earned a degree as a dental assistant, a career she worked in for 
many years while she and Brad raised their children in the Moorhead area. 

Around 1997, the desire to farm began a journey that took them back north. They started Brad Barth Farms at a 
location between Thief River Falls and Goodridge, doing custom work and their own crop production. About ten 
years later, they built an MCIA-approved, on-farm seed conditioning facility and seed business. Today, Brad 
Barth Farms grows certified wheat varieties that they sell and supply to many area growers and MCIA Approved 
Facilities. Almost all their soybean seed production is for a private company. They also added 200 acres of 
irrigation. Brad has stated, “with this farm and these projects we must thank our long-time employee, Corey 
Larson. He has been my right-hand man for many years.”  
Brad has served on the MCIA Board of Directors for six years, five of those years as chairman. Hosting the 
AOSCA annual meeting in Minesota was a highlight of his board tenure. There, Brad and Joyce met certified 
seed growers of all crops, from cotton to peanuts to wheat. The experience was both enjoyable and eye-opening. 
Receiving the Premier Seed Grower Award, Brad recalled his experience serving on the MCIA Board of 
Directors, saying, “Thank you. It has been a wonderful six years. I’ve enjoyed every minute, every meeting. It’s a 
great group of people.” 

The future is bright for Brad and Joyce, they say, “With nine grandkids and one son farming nearby the farm and 
seed business will eagerly continue. We love what we do and are so fortunate to have children and 
grandchildren.” 

— 
Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet the 
needs of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic certification, 
foundation seed production, and a variety of customized third-party verification programs for seed and identity-
preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus with field staff 
located throughout Minnesota. 

### 

If you would like more information on this topic, please contact Kris Folland at 218-791-2156 or 
kris.folland@mncia.org. 


