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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association
Presents Premier Seed Grower Award to Maynard Peterson

ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA, January 29, 2025 The Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA)
today recognized Maynard Peterson, of Stephen, with the Premier Seed Grower Award. The award,
presented annually since 1928, recognizes individuals or partners involved in quality seed production, active
in MCIA, and who provide excellent service to the seed industry.

Maynard Peterson was honored, along with fellow Premier Seed Grower awardees, Brad Barth and Brian
and Betsy Jensen, during the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association’s 122nd Annual Meeting. The
event was hosted at the Holiday Inn and Suites in St. Cloud, Minnesota, January 29, 2025.

Growing up, Maynard Peterson and his family farmed in a few different areas of northwest Minnesota and
northeast North Dakota. They always had livestock and when they settled near Stephen, Minnesota, the
farm was quite small. Delivering eggs to the local creamery and raising chickens was an important part of
the farm in those days. Maynard drove both a John Deere R and a Model 60 when he was young. Raking
hay was the tractor job he did the most. He was active in 4-H for the Tamarac Tacklers and in other regular
school activities.

After graduating from Stephen, he attended East Grand Forks Technical college for diesel mechanics, all
the while working on the family’s growing farm. After college, he worked in the winter, and for neighboring
farmers, and at his own farm operation. He was also a crop insurance adjuster for many years.

The farm grew, field by field. One fall, when his neighbor needed help harvesting, Maynard ran the
neighbor’s Hesston sugar beet harvester for him; the opportunity to raise sugar beets began the next year.
Maynard’s certified seed production started when a nearby farmer, John Jensen, asked him to grow
certified seed, as Jensen Seed Co. had an on-farm seed conditioning facility. Seed production began to be
an important part of the farm. Some years, almost every acre grown was for seed.

Today the farm grows wheat, soybeans, sugar beets, corn, and canola. Seed production continues each
year for both certified wheat and soybeans for a private company. Maynard also has had a young producer
farming with him the past few years.

In his spare time, Maynard collects cars, snowmobiles, and other vintage items. He curled for many years
and continues to enjoy attending annual Snowmobile Hall of Fame activities. He says he has always
enjoyed growing crops, raising seed, and the great friendships he has made in the seed business.

Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet
the needs of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic
certification, foundation seed production, and a variety of customized third-party verification programs for
seed and identity-preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul
campus with field staff located throughout Minnesota.
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If you would like more information on this topic, please contact Kris Folland at 218-791-2156 or
kris.folland@mncia.org.
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