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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association
Presents Premier Seed Grower Award to Brian and Betsy Jensen

ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA, January 29, 2025 Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) today
recognized Brian and Betsy Jensen, of Stephen, with the Premier Seed Grower Award. The award, presented
annually since 1928, recognizes individuals or partners involved in quality seed production, active in MCIA, and
who provide excellent service to the seed industry.

Brian and Betsy Jensen were honored, along with fellow Premier Seed Grower awardees, Brad Barth and
Maynard Peterson, during the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association’s 122nd Annual Meeting. The event
was hosted at the Holiday Inn and Suites in St. Cloud, Minnesota, January 29, 2025.

Brian and Betsy Jensen grew up on opposite ends of Minnesota, 460 miles apart. Deep roots in agriculture
brought them together. They have been married for 27 years and keep busy farming from the edge of the Lake
Agassiz beach ridge to the heart of the Red River Valley. They have pursued successful careers in agriculture,
operating a seed business while raising a family.

Brian grew up on the family farm near Stephen, Minnesota, and at a young age was helping on the farm with the
newly built, MCIA-approved, on-farm seed conditioning facility. Brian’s first job was cleaning under the scale. The
first tractor he drove was a Steiger Cougar disking.

Betsy grew up near Bricelyn, Minnesota. Her family had crops and livestock on their farm and owned a Case
farm equipment dealership. She was very active in FFA and 4-H. Her agriculture and business interests took her
to NDSU where she earned a degree in ag economics and met her future husband. Brian received degrees in
agronomy and ag economics. After they married, Brian was quick to return to the farm and seed business; Betsy
worked as a commodity broker. After a few years, Betsy began her career teaching farm management at
Northland College. To this day, she is well known for all parts of her career: teaching, conducting marketing
classes, and writing a regular column in Prairie Grains magazine, “Taming the Bulls and Bears.”

Brian and Betsy have continued growing the farm, raising wheat, barley, soybeans, sugar beets, canola, and
pinto beans. The seed business, Jensen Seed Co., conditions certified seed and does custom cleaning for area
growers. They raise and condition MCIA foundation seed, including new releases from the University of
Minnesota along with other public and private varieties. They are excited that their son, Conner, and brother-in-
law, Nathan Smith, have joined the farm and seed business. They also give special thanks to all their farm help
over the years, giving an extra special thank you to long time employee Joe Kazmierczak.

Brian and Betsy are very active in their local community. Brian served on the Minnesota Wheat Research and
Promotion Council, the township board, the sports booster club, and the Church Council. Betsy is an EMT and
served on Church Council and has been very active in the agriculture community across the state.

Brian and Betsy enjoy raising their children on the farm, being active outdoors, and spending time with their
family at the lake.

Brian thanked MCIA for the award, which he accepted on behalf of himself and Betsy.

Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet the
needs of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic certification,
foundation seed production, and a variety of customized third-party verification programs for seed and identity-
preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus with field staff
located throughout Minnesota.
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If you would like more information on this topic, please contact Kris Folland at 218-791-2156 or
kris.folland@mncia.org.
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