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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association  
Presents Honorary Premier Seed Grower Award to Craig Tomera 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, February 5, 2026  Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) on 
January 28th, 2026, recognized Craig Tomera, of St. Paul, with its Honorary Premier Seed Grower Award. 
The award, presented annually since 1930, recognizes individuals not directly involved in seed production 
but who have actively supported the seed industry, MCIA, and their local community. 

Craig Tomera was honored, along with fellow Honorary Premier Seed Grower Ken Graeve, during the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association’s 123rd Annual Meeting. The event was hosted at the Holiday Inn 

and Suites in St. Cloud, Minnesota, January 28, 2026. 

— 

Craig Tomera is an Illinois native, beginning his agricultural career in 1978 as a General Manager/Agronomist for 
a major Central Illinois fertilizer company and then as an Independent Crop Consultant. After receiving his M.S. 
degree in Agronomy/Weed Science from the University of Illinois in 1993, Craig and his family moved to 
Minnesota where he began a career in soybean seed production for Pioneer Hybrids in Jackson, MN. 
 
In 1998, Craig became General Manager and Agronomist for Precision Soya/Remington Seed in Olivia, MN and 
in 2005, Craig started working with Non-GMO and organic soybean seed production with Northland Organic 
Foods in St. Paul, MN. He has been employed by Grain Millers since 2011 as their Identity Preserved Crop 
Specialist and just recently has also become the General Manager of their St. Peter, MN Export Facility. 
 
Craig holds a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) and Sustainability Specialist (SSp) Certification with the American 
Society of Agronomy. Craig’s wife LeAnne is employed by the State of Minnesota at Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency. They have 3 grown children, Katherine, Christopher, and Randy who are all married and living in Central 
Illinois. Craig and LeAnne are also proud grandparents to 3 grandchildren, Wyatt, Jameson and Madison. 

— 

Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet the 
needs of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic certification, 
foundation seed production, seed laboratory services, and a variety of customized third-party verification 
programs for seed and identity-preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s 
St. Paul campus with field staff located throughout Minnesota and organic staff located in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

### 

For more information on this topic, please contact Kris Folland at 218-791-2156 or 
kris.folland@mncia.org. 


