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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association
Presents Premier Seed Grower Award to Sharon Bring

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, February 5, 2026 Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) on January
28", 2026, recognized Sharon Bring, of Strandquist, with the Premier Seed Grower Award. The award,
presented annually since 1928, recognizes individuals or partners involved in quality seed production, active in
MCIA, and who provide excellent service to the seed industry.

Sharon Bring was honored, along with fellow Premier Seed Grower Milo Ravndalen, during the Minnesota Crop
Improvement Association’s 123rd Annual Meeting. The event was hosted at the Holiday Inn and Suites in St.
Cloud, Minnesota, January 28, 2026.

Sharon Bring grew up near Newfolden, MN in Marshall County on her family’s farm. She was active in school and on
the farm driving a John Deere Model D as soon as she was old enough to reach the hand clutch. She worked around
the farm and two of her main jobs were raking hay and milking the families Hereford milk cow. “Yes, it was a Hereford,”
she says with a smile. Sharon was very active in 4-H and school activities. After graduation from Newfolden High
School she attended college in Thief River Falls for Secretarial and soon started working at a local bank. She quickly
learned about banking, finance, and bookkeeping skills that served her well throughout her career.

She married Wesley Bring and they raised 5 kids, farmed, and milked cows. During this time, they were very active in
the community in many areas. Sharon was also a 4-H leader and trips to the MN State Fair showing cattle were an
annual highlight. Sharon and Wesley grew seed as often as they could in their crop rotation. Barley, oats, and wheat
were grown for certified seed with Lacey and Stander barley being the “prized’ seed crop for many years. They sold
seed and worked with local MCIA seed conditioners in the area. “The years were busy but flew by fast,” says Sharon.
Unfortunately, Wesley passed away in the year 2000. The family milked cows for 3 more months and the next chapter
on the Bring Farm began.

Sharon and her son, Jeff, continued crop production and Jeff took over the livestock side raising beef cattle to this day.
For the past 25 years Sharon and Jeff have continued farming together, but each maintains their separate operations.
Sharon has continued producing small grains for seed and mostly U of MN wheat varieties that she says, “stand well,
yield well, and have good disease packages and work well in this area.” Sharon thanks her children for the help over
the years and said she really must thank Jeff for, “all the mechanic work over the years, he can fix anything and that’s
the one thing on the farm | cannot do.” Her favorite farm activities are tillage, harvest, and watching things grow. ‘|
really love all aspects of farming including the planning, office work, and marketing.”

Sharon is equally well known in a wide area for her contributions away from the farm. She has been a Marshall County
commissioner for 29 years, serves on the board for many organizations including MN Rural Counties board, Markit
Landfill, Area Transportation Partnership, Marshall County Florian Park, along with serving as a 4-H leader and many
other area groups. She also has operated “Sharon’s Tax Service” for decades in the off season and winter months.

Sharon enjoys keeping up with her 5 children and 14 grandchildren at all their many activities. She also enjoys bike
riding, snowmobiling, and the outdoors.

Since 1903, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association (MCIA) has provided programs and services to meet the needs
of an ever-changing agricultural world. These services include seed certification, organic certification, foundation seed
production, seed laboratory services, and a variety of customized third-party verification programs for seed and
identity-preserved grains. MCIA operates from facilities on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus with field
staff located throughout Minnesota and organic staff located in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
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If you would like more information on this topic, please contact Kris Folland at 218-791-2156 or
kris.folland@mncia.org.
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