
This year marks the twentieth year that MCIA has provided 
organic certification services. In 2002, federal regula-
tions, called the National Organic Program (NOP), were 

implemented that defined the “rules” of organic production and 
processing. MCIA was among the first group of organizations 
to apply to become an Accredited Certification Agency (ACA). 
The National Organic Program is part of the USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service, but the USDA does not itself provide certifi-
cation service. It accredits organizations, like MCIA, to provide 
this service. As MCIA inspects or audits each of its clients every 
year, the NOP similarly audits MCIA and the other ACAs every 
two and a half years.

The idea of MCIA becoming an ACA was first raised by a few 
seed grower members and local coffee companies. They 
thought organic inspection and certification would be a good fit, 
citing MCIA’s history as an independent, third-party inspection 
service in the seed industry. They also noted MCIA’s experience 
and understanding of standards and rules related to state and 
federal seed regulations. In 2001, the MCIA Board of Directors 
approved the proposal to add the service.

MCIA applied to the NOP and was provisionally accept-
ed into the program after NOP auditors approved our ap-
plication and followed our inspectors on the first on-site 
inspections. We were officially accredited as an ACA on 
April 29, 2002. MCIA began providing organic services that 
year to five Minnesota-based clients: Falk Seed, Hanson 
Seed, Café Imports, Morningstar Coffee, and Alakef Coffee.

In 2003, Albert Lea Seed House, Capistran Seed and Sawvell’s 
Seed were certified, and we added the first crop produc-
ers: Jim Remmele, Roger Keskey, Calvin Brower, Christopher 
Thooft, Chris Byron, and Jonathan Olson. In 2009, we add-
ed our first livestock client, Wes Benjamin, after the NOP 
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MCIA Marks Twenty 
Years of Organic 
Service: 2002–2022

Robert and Greta Mierau farm in Caledonia, Minnesota, certified organic by MCIA.
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Variety Development 
Fund Fee Change

Seed growers are reminded that as of July 1, 2022, the 
University of Minnesota VDF fee for all wheat varieties 
increased to $0.75/bushel. The fee applies to all registered 
and certified seed sold of wheat varieties (both old and 
new) released by the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment 
Station. This includes the new variety MN-Rothsay, MN-
Torgy, MN-Washburn, Lang-MN, Shelly, Bolles, and Linkert.

MN-Torgy Tops 
Wheat Survey 

The results of the 2022 Minnesota Wheat Research and 
Promotion Council wheat variety survey showed MN-Torgy 
as the most widely planted wheat variety in Minnesota. 
Twenty-two percent of the states 1.2 million acres of wheat 
were planted to the 2020 University of Minnesota release 
MN-Torgy variety.
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ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
MCIA will hold its Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, January 12, 2023, at the Big-
wood Event Center in Fergus Falls. 
Official proceedings will all occur in one 
day. The business meeting, informational 
presentations, trade show, and awards 
luncheon will begin in the morning and 
conclude late in the afternoon.

CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS
A draft of any resolution to be consid-
ered by the MCIA Legislative and Public 
Affairs Committee and forwarded to 
the floor of the annual meeting must be 
received by MCIA no less than 14 days 
prior to the meeting.

MCIA BOARD POSITIONS OPEN
MCIA is seeking candidates for five posi-
tions on the MCIA Board of Directors. 
The following seats are open: Directors 

for Districts 1, 2, and 3, and directors 
for two Related Industry positions. The 
District 1 seat is currently held by Brent 
Benike, who is eligible for re-election. 
The District 2 seat is held by Darius 
Thiel, who is not eligible for re-election. 
In District 3, Jason Larsen is unable to 
complete his three-year term. The per-
son elected will complete the final two 
years of this term. One Related Industry 
seat is currently held by Matt Bohn, who 
is not eligible for re-election. The other 
Related Industry seat is held by Grant 
Mehring, who is eligible for re-election.

—
To propose agenda items or resolutions 
for the annual meeting, or to nominate 
someone to serve on the board of direc-
tors, or to inquire about serving on the 
board, please contact Fawad Shah at 
fawad.shah@mncia.org or call the MCIA 
office.

MCIA BOARD DISTRICTS

Chairman’s 
View
Brad Barth, Board Chair

Hello, I hope this writing finds all 
of you at the tail end of a fantas-
tic crop year.

Some quick facts I would like to 
share with you about Minnesota: 
Minnesota comprises just short 

of 87,000 square miles; it totals to 2.25 percent of the land in 
the United States and is the nation’s 12th largest state. Given 
the size of our state, one can see why our agriculture system 
is widely varied.

Although every agriculture professional in our state has a little 
different situation and none are the same, there is one con-
stant of the same importance for all—safety. 
My father lived the last half of his life with 
only nine fingers, and I lost the vision in one 
of my eyes for many years due to a nail flying 
into it. We all know someone, whether it be a 
relative or a neighbor, who has been injured 
in a farming accident.

Although these incidences are terrible, we 
find ourselves looking at the situation and 
thinking, “It seems like that could have 
been avoided.” Both accidents in my fam-
ily would have been avoided if we had the 
safety protocols in place then that we have 
now. Simple things like, when climbing 
something make sure three of your four ap-
pendages are gripping something and only 
move one at a time, (my dad would have 
had ten fingers to use if he had followed this 
simple procedure). Wear your safety glasses, 

period. My situation was totally avoidable and if you come to 
my farm now you will find safety glasses everywhere.

Please review your safety protocols to make sure they are up 
to date and train all family members and employees accord-
ingly. Just a simple thing like wearing safety glasses could 
save you from postponing your wedding, three surgeries, 
thousands of dollars spent on specialty eyewear, and a phobia 
of pointy things near your face.

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Shauna 
Ilse, who was recently hired by MCIA’s Organic Services de-
partment: I am sure you will find working with the members 
and staff of MCIA to be rewarding!

I hope that 2022 has been good to MCIA’s members and will 
continue to be safe and prosperous for all.

Staff News
MCIA welcomes Shauna Ilse to the Organic Services depart-

ment. Shauna joined MCIA on August 1, 
filling the organic specialist/inspector posi-
tion formerly held by Cherry Flowers, who 
recently retired.

While serving in the U.S. Army, Shauna de-
veloped an interest in food and agriculture. 
She pursued that field of study at Washing-
ton State University, where she earned a 
B.A. in agriculture and food sciences, major-
ing in organic and sustainable agriculture. 
As a student, she worked at the university’s 
10-acre organic farm and, in her senior 
year, interned as a farm assistant at a small, 
nearby organic farm.

Since last June, Shauna had been working 
as garden assistant at Grow-to-Share Com-
munity Garden in River Falls, Wisconsin.

Shauna Ilse

mailto:fawad.shah@mncia.org
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Research to develop or im-
prove crop varieties is a cru-
cial component of agricultural 
productivity, food security, and 
economic vitality. The public-
private partnership in agricul-
tural research has led the way 
in making it possible to rely on 
a stable, abundant, and afford-
able food supply, not only in 

the domestic market but also in foreign markets that rely on 
the import of American commodities.

The United States has been, and should remain, the leader in 
innovative agricultural research. However, public funding for 
such research has greatly decreased over the years. As a re-
sult, public institutions like the University of Minnesota have 
adopted innovative ways to generate funding to support 
ongoing agricultural research. One such way is to generate 
funds through variety development fees.

The University of Minnesota’s Minnesota Agricultural 
Experiment Station (MAES) has a rich history of having a 
strong variety development program. In February 1993, the 
MAES established the Variety Development Fund, commonly 
known as VDF, to provide financial support for agronomic 
crop variety development. The VDF is generated through 
a fee that is collected as part of the sale of registered and 
certified seed of all agronomic crop varieties developed and 
protected by MAES under the US Plant Variety Protection 
Act. The Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, the sole 

seed certifying agency for Minnesota, is charged with seed 
certification and collects VDF fees, as established by MAES.

Proceeds from the Variety Development Fund are used to 
support variety development research as well as related 
outreach and education. The MAES formalized a process 
for University of Minnesota researchers to apply for funding 
from the VDF for support of variety development and related 
activities, and for investment in potentially new crop species. 
The Variety Development Fund can be used for equipment 
purchase as well, with a minimum of 25 percent matching 
funds from other sources.

Nearly 30 years after establishing the Variety Develop-
ment Fund (VDF) fee structure, the Minnesota Agricultural 
Experiment Station (MAES) recently reviewed and increased 
its fees. Effective July 1, 2022, the VDF fee will increase to 
$0.75 per bushel for all registered and certified seed sold of 
wheat varieties (both old and new) released by the MAES. 
The seed of these varieties sold on or after July 1, 2022, will 
be assessed at the new $0.75 per bushel rate.

Minnesota Crop Improvement Association informed grow-
ers about this fee increase and posted this announcement 
on our website in May. The new fee will be applicable to all 
University of Minnesota wheat varieties, including Bolles, 
Lang-MN, Linkert, MN-Rothsay, MN-Torgy, MN-Washburn, 
and Shelly. Seed grower support of the Variety Development 
Fund will continue to be an important part of the research to 
develop and improve crop varieties.

President’s Corner
Fawad S. Shah, MCIA President/CEO

Organic 
Corner
Michelle Menken,  
Organic Services Manager

As fall approaches, we are wrap-
ping up the last crop and live-
stock inspections. There are 
about thir ty f iles lef t to send 
out to inspectors, and we hope 
to get those out in the next two 

weeks. Handler files will be going out to inspectors soon so 
they can start scheduling fall handler inspections.

We have also been busy working through final reviews and 
certificates—over one hundred issued so far. If you have re-
ceived a bill for the inspection, please pay that as soon as pos-
sible. We do start final reviews on those who have paid first. 
Let us know if you need a certificate or Letter of Good Stand-
ing to make a sale. Remember, if you have a 2021 certificate, it 
is still valid, and you can make sales using that certificate until 
you get the 2022 certificate. Certificates are valid until they 
are surrendered, suspended, or revoked. If you or your buyer 
have questions about this, contact the office.

Our new staff members, Maddie Barkholtz and Shauna Ilse, 
have been busy training and we have had them out on some 
inspections and to an Organic Expo, where we met many MCIA 
clients. We still have to collect more samples and complete 
more unannounced inspections, so I plan to get Maddie and 
Shauna out to more farms and businesses this fall.

Recognize a Deserving 
MCIA Member!

MCIA members are encouraged to submit nominations 
for the Honorary Premier Seedsman, Premier Seeds-
man, and Achievement in Crop Improvement awards, 
which will be presented during the MCIA Annual Meet-
ing in January.

If you know a producer, seed conditioner, or supporter 
of MCIA deserving of recognition, or if you have ques-
tions about nomination requirements, please contact 
Roger Wippler at 1-800-510-6242 or by e-mail at 
wippl002@umn.edu.

mailto:wippl002@umn.edu
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Field Notes
Kris Folland, Field Services Manager

As September begins, the Field 
Services staff has wrapped up 
the summer seed field inspections 
and is quickly preparing for soy-
bean inspections. In the north end 
of the state, although we are done 
with field inspections, there is still 
a large acreage of small grains to 
be harvested.

For buyers and sellers alike, a 
later harvest may start to affect 
the quality of seed. We encour-
age seed growers to run air on 

grain that is put in the bin at a moisture above the 13.5 percent 
range. It is always a good idea to run some air on all grain im-
mediately after harvest, and periodically thereafter. Cool it as 
the temperature lowers until the onset of winter. Wet grain does 
not store well and can quickly lose germination. Each year, the 
MCIA seed laboratory tests seed lots that do not meet certifica-
tion standards for germination. To assess seed quality, you may 
want to get a preliminary germination test before conditioning 
your seed lots. 

Do not lose track of the status of your seed or any grain in the 
bin. Small grains harvested later in the season may also lose 
visual color and test weight, making seed testing and communi-
cation between buyers and sellers especially important as both 
parties make plans for the 2023 crop year.

We conduct soybean inspections when fields have 75 percent 
leaf-drop or greater. Communication with your MCIA field su-
pervisor is important! We will be contacting growers to do our 
part to ensure timely and accurate inspections. If you have any 
information you would like to share regarding your seed pro-
duction fields or if you are getting close to harvest and have not 
received confirmation about the status of your field inspection, 
please give your field supervisor a call. We enjoy hearing from 
you. It helps us keep up with the maturity of the many seed 
fields across the state. There is still time to apply for soybean 
field inspections for all classes of seed from certified to field 
inspection only according to company standards.

As always, we sincerely wish you a safe and bountiful harvest.

Lab Report
Chase Mowry, Seed Laboratory Manager

This past June, I attended the 
AOSA /SCST Annual Meeting, 
held in Skokie, Illinois. This an-
nual joint meeting of the Associa-
tion of Official Seed Analysts and 
the Society of Commercial Seed 
Technologists provides a great 
opportunity to connect with col-
leagues within the seed testing 
community and to discuss emerg-
ing technologies in the industry 
and issues analysts are encoun-
tering in their laboratories. 

Throughout the four-day event, committees met to discuss vari-
ous aspects of seed testing, such as research, cultivar purity, 
germination and dormancy, statistics, and vigor testing. In ad-
dition, board and business meetings for the individual organiza-
tions were held.

Attending the AOSA/SCST Annual Meeting also provides ana-
lysts (SCST) or laboratories (AOSA) the opportunity to vote on 
rule proposals, submitted by members, to modify the AOSA 
Rules for Testing Seeds. Analysts follow these rules when 
conducting domestic testing. The proposals address such is-
sues as adding germination or purity testing requirements for 
new species, modifying existing testing methods, classifying 
contaminants, reporting test results, or simply clarifying cur-
rent rules.

This year, there were nineteen rule proposals: fourteen passed, 
four failed, and one was withdrawn. Of those that passed, 
several included adding germination testing methods for new 
species, species classifications, the addition or modification of 
common names of a few species, and the addition of Apiaceae 
seedling illustrations to aid in germination evaluation.

For detailed information on the AOSA/SCST Annual Meeting 
proceedings, including individual committee reports and rule 
proposals, visit the AOSA/SCST website: analyzeseeds.com.
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2022 Minnesota State Fair Certified Seed Champions 
WHEAT: 

Conditioner—Tobolt Seed, Moorhead 
Grower—Steve Tobolt

OAT: 
Conditioner—Sawvell Seed, Clements 
Grower—Cunningham Seed, Sleepy Eye

BARLEY: 
Conditioner—Jensen Seed, Stephen 
Grower—John and Darrin Kowalski, Stephen

TURF GRASS: 
Conditioner—C&S Habstritt, Roseau 
Grower—R L Growers, Roseau

SOYBEAN: 
Conditioner—Falk’s Seed Farm, Murdock 
Grower—Donnel Williamson, Spicer

Twenty Years of Organic Service 
continued from page 1
approved MCIA to add that certification scope. The NOP 
recognizes four scopes: crop production, wild crop har-
vesting, livestock production, and processing/handling. 
MCIA has provided certif ication under all four scopes.

MCIA’s organic business has grown steadily, by about 10 
percent per year. From those first 5 clients in Minnesota, we 
grew to 100 in 2012. At the start of 2022, we had 582 clients 
in ten states. The program continues to grow, currently MCIA 
certifies 467 crop operations, 117 livestock operations, 1 wild 
crop harvester, and 127 handlers. We focus on businesses 
in Minnesota and surrounding states where we have closer 
contact with our inspectors and where we have expertise with 
the types of crops being grown.

In the early days, most inspections and certifications were 
done by MCIA staff: field supervisors Brenda Rogers, Ben 
Lang, Jim Boots, and Neil Wiese. In 2007, as the number of 
organic clients grew, MCIA hired the first full-time, dedicated-
organic staff member, Anne Costello. Following her departure, 
in 2008, MCIA hired Michelle Menken.

Michelle now manages an Organic Services department of 
five organic specialists/inspectors, Wendy Paulsen, Diane 
Collins, Tyler Tisdale, Maddie Barkholz, and Shauna Ilse, as 
well as Rose-Marie Odell, the department’s administrative as-
sistant. When needed, MCIA field supervisors Seth Dagoberg 
and Dan Krenz also provide inspection assistance. MCIA also 
contracts with independent organic inspectors to complete 
inspections in an efficient and timely manner.

The addition of the organic program has indeed proven to 
be a good fit for MCIA. The organic program is an example 
of MCIA’s willingness and ability to adapt and offer services 
needed by today’s agricultural producers and consumers. 
With two decades of experience behind us, MCIA stands 
ready to meet a future that promises continued and growing 
demand for certified organic food production.

Winter Grains Directory 
Published

MCIA has published the 2022 edition of our annual Win-
ter Grains Directory. Growers can use the Winter Grains 
Directory to identify sources of certified and registered 
rye, triticale, winter barley, and 
winter wheat seed. The Winter 
Grains Directory includes crop 
variety descriptions as well as 
producer location and contact 
information.

Additionally, the Winter Grains 
Directory includes information 
on the availability of barley, 
rye, and winter wheat founda-
tion seed from Minnesota and 
our neighboring states.

To view or download the digital edition of the Winter 
Grains Directory, visit the Publications page of the MCIA 
website: www.mncia.org/publications. To request a 
printed copy, please contact the MCIA office.

Annual Meeting
JANUARY 12, 2023  n  FERGUS FALLS

www.mncia.org/annual-meeting

The Best of Show Award was won by Steve Tobolt for his sample of 
TS Starlite wheat.

https://www.mncia.org/publications
https://www.mncia.org/annual-meeting
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Mission Statement

Minnesota Crop Improvement Association is an organization 
dedicated to improving the productivity, profitability, and competitive 
position of producers, processors, and distributors of agricultural 
products by providing services to enable them to provide high-
quality products to Minnesota, the United States, and the world.

Improving your process • Enhancing your products • Increasing your profits

CALENDAR

OCTOBER
 25–27 National Organic Standards Board Meeting,  

Sacramento, CA

NOVEMBER
 2 ASTA Farm & Lawn Seed Conference,  

Kansas City, MO
 10 Minnesota Ag & Food Summit, Minneapolis
 16 MCIA Board Meeting, Saint Paul
 17–19 South Dakota Local Foods Conf., Sturgis, SD
 20–21 Iowa Organic Conference, Iowa City, IA
 24–25 MCIA Office Closed

DECEMBER
 7–8 Prairie Grains Conference, Grand Forks, ND
 23, 26 MCIA Office Closed
 30 MCIA Office Closed

JANUARY
 2 MCIA Office Closed
 12 MCIA Annual Meeting
 16 MCIA Office Closed

For more event information visit www.mncia.org.

https://www.mncia.org/events

