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If you have not been to the Minnesota State Fair in the past 25 years, 
you would certainly notice that it has changed.  Gone are most of the 
large farm machinery once found on Machinery Hill, replaced by 
utility tractors, mowers and equipment popular on hobby farms. With 
few exceptions, most of the companies that attracted farmers no longer 
display their products at the state fair. One of the exceptions is long time 
MCIA member Enestvedt Seed Company of Sacred Heart, Minnesota. 

For over 60 years Bert Enestvedt has made an annual trip to the 
Minnesota State Fair. Bert made his first trip to the fair in 1933.  In 
the 1940’s the Enestvedt’s loaded up a two wheel trailer with their 
best ears of Minnesota 13 and MinnHybrid corn varieties and began a 
lengthy tradition of exhibiting at the State Fair. During the early years, 
they could park anywhere and in the style of a carnival barker, with a 
microphone and loud speaker, they would tout the benefits of Enestvedt 
Seed corn.  Bert laughs when he recalls that the loud speaker apparently 
annoyed his State Fair neighbors because he related, “during the night 
someone cut into the trailer cover and stole the microphone”.

They now occupy an 18’ x 24’ building that is decorated with several oil paintings, including one of the Enestvedt farmstead as well as 
a portrait of Bert and his brothers, Odean and Johaness. It also contains a number of signs for soybeans and hybrid corn. You know the 
emphasis is corn because of the display of knick knacks, which includes salt and pepper shakers, butter plates, spoons and pitchers that 
in some way resemble corn. 

Bert is joined by his wife Verne. She has been a regular at the State Fair since 1979. Bert and Verne greet everyone who stops by the 
booth. The visitors stopping are customers, friends and neighbors. They are encouraged to sign a guest book which contains hundreds of 
names, folks from Minnesota, the Midwest and places as far away as Florida. They stop to ask about this year’s crop and find out what’s 
new, but more importantly to say, “Hi” to Bert and Verne.  

People passing by the Enestvedt building stop out front to look at the tree stump sculpture of a Seedsman or the antique horse drawn corn 
planter that dates back to the 1880’s.  At one point a grandfather stopped to explain to his grandson how the planter worked. The Deere 
and Mansur planter constructed primarily of oak and steel is in excellent shape and looks ready to be hitched to a team of work horses 
and taken to the field. 

Bert, who will turn 90 in December, has seen many changes over the years but still enjoys his time at the fair.  He and Verne no longer 
stay for the entire 12 days. Nephew, Roger Enestvedt, General Manager of Enestvedt Seed, takes over for the last several days. 

As Enestvedt Seed Company prepares for their 110th year in the seed business, they still find it beneficial to exhibit at the fair.  They also 
enjoy doing their part in providing agriculture education to the over 1.5 million people who attend the fair each year.  Most of all, Bert 
and Verne look forward to next year, when once again they will be part of the “Great Minnesota Get Together.”

Enestvedt Seed 
A State Fair Tradition

Verne and Bert Enestvedt

MCIA at Prairie Grains Conference
Kris Folland, Field Supervisor

MCIA will be hosting a meeting/breakout session at the Prairie Grains Conference at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks on December 10th, 
2009.  Mark your calendars and make plans to attend. MCIA staff will be presenting updates and information regarding seed certification 
programs and opportunities in seed production, along with information on our other programs.   Current and potential MCIA members 
who are active or interested in seed production, certification, conditioning, and sales are encouraged to attend.  We look forward to seeing 
you there!



President’s Corner
Ben Lang, MCIA President/CEO

As many of you have heard, Norman Borlaug died September 12th at the age of 95.  Known as the “father of the Green Revolution”, 
Borlaug’s efforts advanced agricultural food production worldwide.  His work developing improved wheat varieties is credited with 
saving as many as a billion lives around the world.  

You may also know that Borlaug was a graduate of the University of Minnesota, receiving his Bachelors, Masters and PhD degrees 
at the University.  Dr. Borlaug was a product of a University that has had an enormous impact on agriculture worldwide from plant 
breeders trained at the University and through its plant breeding programs. MCIA’s origin traces back to University professor, Willet 
Hayes, who in 1903, led the effort to found this organization to serve as a means to distribute improved crop varieties to Minnesota 
farmers.  Since then, scores of field crop varieties have been developed by the University and distributed to Minnesota growers through 
MCIA with tremendous benefit to the state’s farmers and agricultural industry.   Varieties such as Minnesota 13 corn, Grimm alfalfa, 
Era wheat, Robust barley and many others dominated the farm seed market in the Upper Midwest for many years.

With new sources of crop varieties from private plant breeding programs, University of Minnesota varieties are not as dominant in the 
marketplace as they once were.  However, plant breeding and variety development continue.  The University continues to maintain 
active plant breeding programs in wheat, soybeans, barley, oats, turf grasses and forage species.  Several small grain varieties have been 
released in recent years through the traditional general release process in which many MCIA members regularly participate.  

What may not be as apparent are the turf seed and soybean varieties being developed that are intended for special end use markets.  
These varieties require specialized knowledge and market access for those materials to reach their potential in the marketplace.  Products 
like herbicide tolerant ryegrass and soybeans with enhanced nutritional attributes are being developed and marketed worldwide by 
producers with expertise in those areas.  MCIA’s Foundation Seed Services division continues its role in distribution of germplasm 
developed at the University by serving as marketing agent for these niche market varieties.  

In addition to variety development, the University of Minnesota’s plant breeding programs contribute to agriculture in many other 
ways as well.  Basic and applied research in crop genetics, disease resistance, as well as training new plant breeders to work in private 
and public programs are critically important functions.  Strong plant breeding programs at the University need to be maintained for the 
University to continue to fully serve the needs of the agricultural industry in Minnesota and beyond.

2009 Minnesota State 
Fair Certified Seed 

Show Results
Thank you to all of those who entered 
this year’s Minnesota State Fair.

The champion results are as follows:

Champion Barley Sample:
    Russell Peterson, 
   Grove City, MN
Champion Oats Sample:
    Falk’s Seed Farm (Jim Falk), 
    Murdock, MN
Champion Small Grain Sample:
    Steven Smith, 
   Darwin, MN
Champion Soybean Sample:
    Falk’s Seed Farm (Jim Falk), 
    Murdock, MN
Champion Grass Sample:
    Warren Stoe, 
   Roseau, MN

Ron Kelsey, Farm Crops Superintendent at the Minnesota State Fair, stands in front of a 
display of over 50 vintage seed sacks. For several years Ron has displayed his personal 
collection in the Ag-Hort Building at the State Fair. His collection of cloth seed bags, 
primarily seed corn, is a visual history of the Minnesota seed corn industry. Ron grew up 
on the family farm near Madelia where they produced seed corn and other certified seed.  
He is the son of Dale Kelsey, a long time MCIA member.
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Organic Corner
Michelle Menken, Organic 

Coordinator

The organic program continues to grow 
and we have welcomed several new 
producers and handlers this summer. 

MCIA had exhibits at the Small Farm 
and Rural Living Expo in Jordan, 
Minnesota and the USTN Corn Breeders 
Showcase in River Falls, Wisconsin in 
September. On December 5th we will 
be at the 9th Annual Iowa Organic 
Conference and December 9-10 we 
will have an exhibit at the Midwest 
Food Processors Association Show in 
Rochester, Minnesota.

Right now we are trying to finish up 
certification for all our producers and 
processors who renew in the summer 
so they can apply for the Cost Share 
Reimbursement programs run by the 
different states. You must apply to the 
state in which you are located and the 
contact names and phone numbers can 
be found on the USDA NOP website. 
The organic cost share reimbursement 
program covers expenses incurred from 
October 1, 2008 to September 30, 
2009.  

For more information go to their 
website at http://www.ams.usda.gov/
AMSv1.0/NOP

Chairman’s View
James Hunzeker, Board 

Chairman
MCIA holds its next Board meeting 
in November. Down in the Southeast 
corner of Minnesota things are 
starting to get dry, but we’re getting 
some heat that we have been short 
of for most of the growing season.

Most farmers are complaining that 
things are two to three weeks behind 
normal but driving around, things 
look pretty good. Corn is going into 
the silos and the beans are turning 
which is about normal.

Our natives harvest has been in full 
swing for a while and yields and 
quality look good.

As everyone is busy this time of 
year I urge you all to take time for 
breaks and rest. Let’s make this a 
safe harvest season and remember 
what is important in life. 

Looking to the future, I would like 
to invite you to the 2010 Annual 
Meeting. We will be meeting January 
7-8, 2010 in Mahnomen, Minnesota 
at the Shooting Star Casino. We 
hope this northern location will 
enable more members to attend.  
Please plan on joining us.

Reminder: Label 
Your Seed Bins

Seed producers and conditioners must 
properly label all bins containing seed 
by either a bin number, or variety and 
a lot number.  

Corresponding records should include 
variety, field numbers(s), year grown, 
seed class and grower or lot number.  
Seed growers and conditioners who 
offer cleaned bulk seed for sale from 
their bins need to display the seed 
label on the bin as required by the 
Minnesota Seed Law (Sec. 21.82).  

Bulk retail facilities must also have 
their bins clearly marked with the seed 
label posted on the bin.

In Memoriam
Michael Willette
Long time MCIA member, Micheal 
Willette died March 20, 2009.  He was 
79.  Mr. Willette was born in Winnebago, 
MN and attended Delavan High School 
and St. John’s University, then joined the 
Navy.  He returned home to farm with his 
father at the Willette Seed Farm.  He was 
joined by his brothers and continued the 
business until 2004.  He was an active 
member of the MN Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council and served as MCIA 
Board Chairman from 1990-1991.  He 
was honored as Mr. Crop Improvement in 
1984 and received the Premier Seedsman 
award in 1971.  He is survived by his 
wife, Joie, 7 daughters, 2 sons and several 
grandchildren. 
 
Gary Dybdahl
MCIA member Gary Dybdahl, age 65, 
owner of Clinton Ag Service died July 
21, 2009.  Gary was a regular attendee at 
the MCIA Annual Meeting. He graduated 
from Willmar Vo-Tech and started 
working at Clinton Feed and Seed until 
he purchased it in 1985.  Gary is survived 
by wife, Jackie, 2 sons, 2 daughters and 6 
grandchildren. 

Osmund Thorson
Active member and supporter of MCIA, 
Osmund Thorson, 91 of Grand Forks 
passed away August 3, 2009.  He attended 
Crookston Ag College and farmed in 
Bygland Township in Polk County.  He 
received the Premier Seedsman award 
in 1972 and was honored as Mr. Crop 
Improvement in 1991.  He is survived by 
his wife, Helen, 2 sons, 2 step children 
and many grandchildren.

Fees Change for Pinnacle 
and Stellar Barley

Dale Zetocha, Executive Director, 
NDSU Research Foundation

The North Dakota Agricultural 
Experiment Station(NDAES) with 
support from the North Dakota Barley 
Council has increased the research fee 
as of August 10, 2009 for NDAES-
developed barley varieties ‘Stellar-
ND’ and ‘Pinnacle’ from $0.25/bu. to 
$0.75/bu.  

This increase is being implemented 
by the NDSU Research Foundation on 
all Registered and Certified seed sales 
(including sales of carryover seed) 
for the 2010 planting/growing season. 
This change will apply to all varieties 
to be released in the future.

Director Nominations
M C I A m e m b e r s  m a y  n o m i n a t e 
candidates for the Board of Directors. 
Nominations are open for the following:  
Glenn Rivard, District 2 and Tim 
Backman, District 4. Both Glenn and 
Tim have served two terms and are 
not eligible for re-election.  Send all 
nominations to:  MCIA, 1900 Hendon 
Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108.  All 
nominations will be forwarded to the 
nomination committee.
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Calendar
November 8-9 ................... ASTA Farm & Lawn Seed Conference, Kansas City, MO
November 20 .................................MCIA Board of Directors Meeting, St. Paul, MN
November 26-27 .......................................................  Holiday - MCIA Office Closed
December 8-11 ........................................ASTA Corn & Soybean Expo, Chicago, IL
December 9-10 .................................... Prairie Grains Conference, Grand Forks, ND
December 24-25 ........................................................ Holiday - MCIA Office Closed
January 1, 2010 ......................................................... Holiday - MCIA Office Closed
January 7-8, 2010 ...................................... MCIA Annual Meeting, Mahnomen, MN
January 11-12, 2010 ........... MN Ag Expo -Soybean Growers Assn & Corn Growers
 Annual Meeting -   Morton, MN
January 16-17, 2010 ....... MN Organic Conference and Trade Show - St. Cloud, MN 

MCIA Annual Meeting Set 
for January 7-8, 2010

The MCIA Annual Meeting will be held at the Shooting Star Casino 
in Mahnomen, MN.  More information to come.

Award Nominations Open
Do you know someone who should be recognized for his or her outstanding service 
to MCIA, the seed industry, and their community?  Nominations are open for the 
following awards that will be presented at the MCIA annual meeting January 7-8, 2010 
in Mahnomen, MN.  The award for Achievement in Crop Improvement acknowledges 
exemplary service through dedication to and support of the seed industry as well as 
involvement in the community.  Premier Seedsman recognizes individuals or partners 
active in the production and promotion of quality seed.  Honorary Premier Seedsman 
recognizes specific service to the seed industry by individuals that are not directly 
involved in a seed business. If you wish to nominate a candidate or would like a copy of 
the award guidelines, please contact the MCIA office at 1-800-510-6242.  The deadline 
is November 1, 2009.
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