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Jerry Kruger of Warren, Minnesota was presented the Achievement 
in Crop Improvement Award at the 2012 Annual Meeting.  It is 
MCIA’s highest honor and is presented annually to recognize 
exemplary service to the seed industry as well as outstanding 
leadership in agriculture and the local community.  The Kruger 
family has produced and sold certified seed of wheat, barley 
and soybeans for over 40 years and through various leadership 
roles, Jerry has strived to create better opportunities for farmers. 

Growing up on a diversified farm, his first experience with 
seed was helping his father, Orrin, plant certified Selkirk wheat 
imported from Canada.  He recalls the days of 120 pound seed 
bags and 80 pound fertilizer bags, noting that there have been 
many changes in farming over his career. 

A graduate of North Dakota State University 
with a degree in Agriculture he returned to the 
family farm.  Eventually he and his brother, 
Neil, formed Kruger Brothers Farms.  Because 
he really enjoys watching things grow, Jerry 
continues to be active on the farm now operated 
by his son Garth.

In 1981, Jerry began his involvement with the Minnesota Wheat 
Research and Promotion Council after fellow MCIA member, 
Art Howard, encouraged him to seek a seat on the Council.  
Jerry served 12 years including two years as Chair.  He also was 
on the board of the Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers. 

During the wheat scab epidemic in the early 1990’s, Jerry used 
his experience as a member of the U.S. Wheat Initiative to seek 
funding to fight Fusarium head blight (scab).  He and others 
lobbied legislators to support scab research on a state level.  
From these efforts the State Scab Initiative was established. 

To further those efforts, he assisted researchers from Minnesota 
and North Dakota in organizing the first International Scab 
Forum.  Through the U.S. Wheat and Barley Initiative this has 
become an annual event, gathering scientists from around the 
world.  

Active in other organizations, Kruger represented seed producers 
on the MCIA Board of Directors, served as Chair of the Northern 
Crops Council, as Secretary/Treasurer of the Agricultural Research 
and Utilization Institute, and as a director on the Minnesota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council.  He was also involved 
at the local level serving on the Warren School Board and is an 
active member of the Grace United Methodist Church.

Recognized during the awards banquet, Jerry was very 
appreciative of the honor.  He found being involved in various 
organizations to be challenging yet enjoyable and was grateful 
for the opportunity to promote agriculture.  Jerry thanked his 
family saying, “I greatly appreciate the support of my wife, 
Ginny, and brother, Neil.  It would not have been possible to 
get so involved without them.”

The Award is sponsored by the Farm Progress Companies 
publisher of The Farmer magazine.  Paula Mohr, Editor of The 
Farmer made the presentation to Jerry and his wife, Ginny.  

Seed Grower
T h e  M i n n e s o Ta

Published since 1928 by the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association Vol. 84, No. 1, Spring, 2012



2

MCIA Presents Premier & Honorary Premier Seedsman Awards
The Premier Seedsman Award has been presented annually since 1929 to recognize individuals or partners involved in quality seed 
production, active in the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, and who provide excellent service to the seed industry. The 
Honorary Premier Seedsman Award presented annually since 1930 recognizes individuals not directly involved in the seed industry 
but who have actively supported the seed industry, the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, and their local community. 
At this year’s annual meeting held at Shooting Star Casino Hotel in Mahnomen, three individuals were honored. Recognized as 
Premier Seedsman were Jim Kukowski and Ron Petersen; Dr. Donald Wyse was named Honorary Premier Seedman.

Jim Kukowski, like many young people 
from rural Minnesota, headed to the 
Twin Cites after high school. He attended 
college and worked in the “Big City”, but 
farming was in his blood.  He returned 
to the Greenbush area to farm with his 
brother before venturing out on his own. 

Jim recognizes that his wife Marilyn is a 
key part of their operation. They began 
growing wheat seed for the local elevator 
and in 1986, certified their first seed field.  
Today Kukowski’s operate an Approved 
Facility, conditioning wheat and soybean 
seed which is distributed throughout the 
upper Midwest.  The Kukowski farm is a 
host site for the University of Minnesota 
small grain trials.  Jim enjoys participating 
in the program and feels it is important to 
have trials in the Strathcona area.

Very involved in state and local organiza-
tions, Jim has served on MCIA committees 
and is active in the Minnesota Soybean 
and Wheat Growers Associations.  He 
has served in leadership roles in the 
Canola Council, the Roseau County Farm 
Services Administration, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the Two Rivers 
Water Shed Board. 

A committed seed grower, Jim is well 
known for producing high quality certified 
seed and when they have spare time they 
enjoy ice fishing. 

Ron Petersen, is a fourth generation 
farmer from Lake Bronson.  His father 
Willard began growing certified seed in 
the 1950’s.  Ron returned to the farm in 
1974 after graduating from North Dakota 
State University.  In 1986, they built a seed 
conditioning plant on the home farm and 
in 1999, he purchased a seed facility near 
Kennedy.  After numerous improvements 
this location serves as the main office and 
facility for conditioning soybeans, wheat 
and barley seed. 

A well respected seed producer, Ron has 
served on the MCIA Approved Facilities 
Committee and is a past board member 
of the Kittson County Crop Improvement.  
He is an active member of the Minnesota 
grower groups for wheat, soybeans and 
barley.  Ron also serves on the Board of 
Prairie Ag Communications.

Active locally, Ron serves on the town-
ship board, and has served on the board 
for Bluewater Bible Camp and Heritage 
Christian School. He has taken mission 
trips to Ecuador and Moldova. He and 
several friends, have raised funds to pur-
chase a tractor and farm machinery for a 
community of farmers in Moldova. 

Ron and his wife Debbie have seen many 
changes over the years but still enjoy 
producing certified seed and visiting with 
farmers. 

Donald Wyse, Ph.D., was presented the 
Honorary Premier Seed Grower Award. 
Wyse a professor in the Department of 
Agronomy and Plant Genetics at the 
University of Minnesota was recognized 
for his research efforts in weed control and 
production systems which have helped 
the grass seed industry thrive in Northern 
Minnesota.  

Dr. Wyse began his career at the University 
of Minnesota in 1974 teaching classes in 
weed management and conducting research 
in weed control for grass seed production.  
Based on the St. Paul campus, his current 
research concentrates on biological weed 
management, development of multi-
functional agricultural systems, perennial 
crop breeding, and legume and grass seed 
production systems. 

He has lead several multi-disciplinary 
research teams composed of university 
faculty as well as scientists from state and 
federal agencies. His ability to consider 
all aspects of a potential project has been 
critical to the success of his research efforts. 
With this approach he has been able to 
gain financial and community support 
for a multitude of projects and programs.

Dr. Wyse is greatly appreciative of the 
support that the Minnesota Grass Seed 
Growers have given him over the years. 

Dr. Don Wyse  Jim Kukowski  Ron & Debbie Petersen  
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Official Minutes of the 2012 MCIA Annual Business Meeting

Chairman James Hunzeker called the 109th annual meeting of 
the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association to order at 8:55 
a.m. on January 11, 2012 at Shooting Star Casino, Mahnomen, 
MN.  Hunzeker appointed Ben Lang as Parliamentarian.

Hunzeker recognized the following meeting sponsors and 
thanked them for their support:  Minnesota Soybean Research 
and Promotion Council, Minnesota Corn Growers Association, 
AgriPro Wheat, AgWeek, Albert Lea Seed House, Inc.,  Bjerke 
Brothers, Bratney Companies, Direct Enterprises, Inc., Gateway 
Building Systems, Inc., Monsanto, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, 
Inc., SGS,  Sawvell’s Seed, Inc., SunOpta, The Farmer magazine 
and the University of Minnesota.

Hunzeker confirmed that proper proof of notice of the 
meeting had been published in the Winter 2011 issue of the 
Minnesota Seed Grower and determined that a quorum was 
present.  Hunzeker introduced the MCIA Board of Directors 
to the membership.

The following agenda items were addressed:

•	 Secretary’s	Report	and	Minutes	of	the	2011	Annual	Meeting	–	
Charlie Lund moved, seconded by Howard Dahlager, that the 
minutes, as published in the Spring 2011 issue of the Minnesota 
Seed Grower, be approved.  Motion passed.

•	 Treasurer’s	Report	–	Hunzeker	indicated	a	Statement	of	
Activities and Financial Position for the fiscal year ended May 
31, 2011 was included in the meeting registration packet.  The 
board accepted the report at its November 2011 meeting.

•	 Chairman’s	Report	–	Hunzeker	thanked	the	association,	
board of directors and staff for allowing him the opportunity 
to serve such a great organization.  His full report can be found 
on page 5 of this newsletter. 

•	 Nominating	Committee	Report	–	Hunzeker	presented	the	
following slate of candidates submitted by the Nominating 
Committee chaired by Duane Dahlman, Cokato, MN: Duane 
Dahlman,	Cokato,	MN	–	District	3,	Michael	Zabel,	Plainview,	
MN	–	District	3,	and	Gene	Leach,	Sabin,	MN	–	At-large	repre-
sentative.		Nancy	Ehlke	–	Category	B	position,	representing	the	
University of Minnesota, was nominated by Dr. Allen Levine, 
Director of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.  
Hunzeker then called for nominations from the floor.  There 
being no further nominations, David Boehm moved, seconded 
by Myron Behm to cast an unanimous ballot for all candidates.  
Motion passed.

•	 Legislative	Committee	Report	–	The	following	resolution	
was brought forward for consideration by the membership:

	•	 WHEREAS,	Minnesota	is	the	third	largest	soybean	pro-
duction state in the United States with over seven million 
acres planted annually and returns of over 3.7 billion 
dollars in revenue to Minnesota farmers; and

	•	 WHEREAS,	the	Minnesota	Soybean	Growers	Association	
was established in 1962 aimed at supporting research 
activities, developing market opportunities and monitor-
ing government policies to improve the profitability of 
soybean farmers throughout the state; and

	•	 WHEREAS,	continued	growth	in	soybean	production	
will require additional research and increased efforts to 
develop new uses and expanded markets; therefore, be it

	•	 RESOLVED,	that	the	Minnesota	Crop	Improvement	
Association congratulates the Minnesota Soybean Growers 
Association for its contributions over the last 50 years to 
Minnesota’s farmers; and be it further

	•	 RESOLVED,	that	the	Minnesota	Crop	Improvement	
Association supports the Minnesota Soybean Growers 
Association’s continuing efforts to improve the position 
of Minnesota’s soybean growers.

Duane Dahlman moved, Tom Ehrhardt seconded to accept 
the resolution as presented.  Motion passed.

•	 President’s	Report	–	Chairman	Hunzeker	called	upon	Ben	
Lang to give his President’s report.  Ben reported that MCIA 
had very positive financial results in the fiscal year that ended 
May 31st, 2011.  MCIA has captured new business in its efforts 
to diversify services that have contributed to strong growth in 
business and revenues.  New promotional efforts are underway 
including the development of a new website. The organization 
continues to position itself for future growth by promoting its 
services and capabilities, building financial reserves, anticipating 
industry demands and actively seeking business opportunities.

Chairman Hunzeker then called for other business.  There 
being no further business brought to the floor, the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:37 a.m.
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Annual Meeting Review

On January 10 & 11, 2012, the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement 
Association held its 109th Annual 
Meeting at the Shooting Star 
Casino Hotel in Mahnomen.  Seed 
producers from around the state 
participated in the educational 
program, business meeting and 
awards banquet. Minnesota 
Agriculture Commissioner, Dave 
Frederickson (pictured at right), 
addressed the banquet crowd and 
thanked the MCIA members for 
their important role in providing 
high quality seed to Minnesota 
farmers.  The educational program 
included a seed treatment workshop, informative sessions on the evolu-
tion of herbicide resistant weeds and the use of biotech tools to aid in 
crop improvement research.  The attendees also received an update on the 
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.  During the banquet, several 
individuals were recognized for their efforts and support of agriculture, 
the seed industry and MCIA.  In case you didn’t make it to this event, 
here’s what you missed.

Seed Treatment Workshop - Alan Gaul, Seed Conditioning Specialist, 
Iowa State University

Herbicide Resistant Weeds - Dr. Donald Wyse, Professor, Department 
of Agronomy & Plant Genetics, University of Minnesota

Awards Banquet - Dave Frederickson, Commissioner, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture

BioTech Wheat & Barley Research - Dr. Gary Muehlbauer, Professor 
and Endowed Chair of Molecular Genetics of Crop Improvement, 
Department of Agronomy & Plant Genetics, University of Minnesota

Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station Update - Dr. F. Abel Ponce 
de León, Sr. Associate Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, and Natural 
Resources Sciences, University of Minnesota

Thank You Annual Meeting Sponsors & Exhibitors
Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council, Minnesota Corn Growers Association, AgriPro Wheat, Agassiz 

Seed & Supply, AGWEEK, Albert Lea Seed House, Bjerke Brothers Inc., Bratney Companies, Direct Enterprises, 

Inc., The Farmer Magazine, Gateway Building Systems, Inc., Greif, Inc., Hamer Packaging, Limagrain Cereal Seeds, 

Minnesota Soybean Growers Association, Monsanto Company, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., Sawvell’s Seed, 

Inc., SDSU Seed Testing Laboratory, SGS North America, Inc., Soyko International DBA Circle C Seeds, SunOpta, 

and the University of Minnesota
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MCIA Board of Directors Elected
During the Annual Meeting, Gene Leach of Sabin (At-Large) 
and Mike Zabel of Plainview (District 3) were elected to the 
MCIA Board. 

Also re-elected were Duane Dahlman and Nancy Ehlke.  Neal 
Anderson was selected by the Board to serve as Secretary.  

Thank you to the outgoing Board members: James Hunzeker 
of Spring Grove, Myron Behm of Atwater and Mary Hanks of 
St. Paul.

Officers: 

  Duane Dahlman, Cokato, MN, Chairman
 David Boehm, West Fargo, ND, Vice Chairman
 Neal Anderson, St. Peter, MN, Secretary
 Paul Adams, Wendell, MN, Treasurer

Members:   

 Chad Anvinson, East Grand Forks, MN
 Brent Benike, Baudette, MN
 Craig Damstrom, Alexandria, MN
 Nancy Ehlke, University of MN
 Paul Kjolhaug, Willmar, MN
 Gene Leach, Sabin, MN
	 Michael	Zabel,	Plainview,	MN	

Greetings and welcome to  the 
109th Annual Meeting of the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement 
Association.  I hope that you all 
have completed a successful year 
and I hope some of that success 
comes from being a member of 
MCIA.

This is going to be a good news/bad news presentation.  I’ll 
start with the bad.

The bad news is that I am feeling a bit disheartened now that 
my time on the Board of Directors is rapidly coming to a 
close. I will miss working with the best board of all the boards 
I have served on. 

That’s it. That’s all the bad news.

The good news is that MCIA finished our last fiscal year in very 
sound financial shape and is looking to repeat that again this 
year.  The fact that our excellent hard working staff is being 
lead by a very qualified and equally hard working President/
CEO under the direction of a very good board makes me as 
happy as the Packers winning the Super Bowl.  I applaud the 
efforts of Ben Lang and his staff.

The one small negative I can see of MCIA is the current build-
ing situation.  This negative is offset by the recently established 
building fund.  Ben will go into detail on the fund when he 
gives you his report.

My report to the membership this year is a big thumbs up.

One reason for the success of MCIA today is the strength of 
the board’s direction and the ability of Ben Lang to lead his 
staff in the execution of that direction.  Ben has informed me 
numerous times of his appreciation of board engagement and 
direction.  This formula for success can only happen if the 
membership also engages their representation.  I encourage 
the membership to contact your directors and make them 
aware of your situations, needs, and suggestions.  Doing so 
will ensure that MCIA will remain a strong and viable force 
for the long term.

Another part of the success of MCIA today is the directors coming 
from diverse occupations within agriculture.  The founders of 
MCIA realized this and wrote by-laws accordingly.  Little did 
we realize the wisdom of this decision made a long time ago.  
Today with MCIA’s diverse programs, the global market, and 
a host of cutting edge technologies, it is critical that the board 
makeup be representative of the many facets of agriculture.

Board diversity should not be limited only to the technological 
aspect of agriculture.  I am a part owner of a native seed busi-
ness.  I feel very strongly that part of the success of our company 
has been being a member of MCIA and participating in their 

Annual Meeting Chairman’s Report                 
James hunzeker, Past Board Chair

programs.  Although we use GPS guidance and mapping, we 
still use old time fanning mills.  Although our business is of 
“wild” type genetics, I can fully appreciate what gene manipu-
lators are accomplishing.  My point is that I can bring ideas 
to the table that maybe others may not realize because of the 
fields they are in.  It is this strength of diversity that allows 
the board to fully explore new ideas.

In summation, I want to thank the membership for allowing 
me to serve you.  I want to thank Ben and my fellow current 
board members as well as my past fellow board members for 
the opportunity to work with them these last two terms.  As I 
said in my opening; this is the best board I’ve ever served on.
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Organic Corner
Michelle Menken, organic Coordinator

US-EU-Canada Equivalency

The USDA National Organic Program (NOP) has signed 
equivalency agreements with the European Union (EU) and 
Canada.  The EU agreement will go into effect June 1, 2012.  
This means, with a few restrictions, U.S. organic products 
can freely cross those borders and be sold as organic without 
requiring further certification.  This should help move U.S. 
organic products into these two markets. 

The restrictions for U.S. goods going to Canada are no Chilean 
Nitrate (also called sodium nitrate) is allowed in production.  
Chilean Nitrate is most commonly used in vegetable production 
and as a component in blended fertilizer products.  Canada 
also does not recognize any hydroponically or aeroponically 
grown products as organic.  For Europe the restrictions are only 
for fruit producers, primarily on apples and pears.  No strepto-
mycin or tetracycline is allowed for production of fruit going 

to Europe.  These agreements only apply to products grown 
or processed in the United States.  If products are certified to 
NOP standards but grown outside the U.S., the equivalency 
agreement does not apply.

Renewing vegetable producer applications are due  April 1, 
2012 and crop producer applications are due May 1, 2012. 
The livestock producer renewal applications are being sent out 
now and will be due back by June 1, 2012.  If you need more 
time, please contact the MCIA office to make arrangements.  
This year we will be assessing late fees for applications which 
are not on time and for which no extension was granted.  For 
crop producers, please enter the crops you plan to plant.  If you 
need to change your plan, you may call MCIA, tell the inspector, 
or mail a copy of the planted acreage record filed with your 
crop insurance agent to inform us what was actually planted.

Straw Mulch in Short Supply 
Kris Folland, Field supervisor

The Minnesota Seeders Association and the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (Mn/DOT) hosted a Mulch Meeting, March 
6th  at the Mn/DOT office in St. Cloud.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the requirement for Mn/DOT certified 
Type 3 mulch and supply concerns.  Anyone interested in 
Mn/DOT certified Type 3 mulch and working on Mn/DOT 
projects was invited to attend.  Mn/DOT personnel Brett Troyer 
and Dwayne Stenlund, Kris Folland with Minnesota Crop 
Improvement Association, Vicky Dosdall with the Minnesota 
Seeders Association, and about 15 roadside contractors and 
suppliers were present. 

Dwayne and Brett reviewed the Mn/DOT requirements for Type 
3 mulch on Mn/DOT projects. They stated, that if available, 
Type 3 mulch must be purchased and used.  Contractors 
bidding on any Mn/DOT projects, must state their supplier 
of Type 3 mulch. This is the requirement and is necessary 
to comply with the State Noxious Weed Law and prevent 
the movement of invasive species.  If Type 3 mulch was not 
available in Minnesota, they provided a specific substitution 
plan.  At this time and for the upcoming year, they felt that the 
supply was adequate, especially in northwest Minnesota, and 
re-emphasized the strict requirement of using Type 3 mulch.

Kris Folland spoke on behalf of MCIA and the certified mulch 
producers.  He reviewed the program standards, tag use 
requirements, and availability of certified mulch.  He stated that 
there is a supply of mulch available and that for the upcoming 
years contractors must start sourcing mulch before they bid 
on projects.  He provided to the group, a current directory list 
of 2011 mulch producers, a list of certified mulch producers 
from the last 3 years, the MCIA certified seed directory, and the 
fall 2011 availability survey of mulch producers in Minnesota. 

Folland said, “The mulch producer lists are the starting point 
for contractors to start purchasing, contracting, or building 
relationships with mulch producers.  There are over a million 
acres of small grain production in Minnesota and fields that 
meet the certified mulch standards are available for mulch 
production.” 

Others present at the meeting expressed concerns about price, 
supplies, certified tag use, and other questions.  At the close 
of the meeting, those in attendance were better informed and 
were looking forward to the upcoming year.  The Mn/DOT 
substitution list, mulch producer lists, and MCIA directory lists 
were also provided to the MN Seeders Association to pass on 
to their membership. 
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Chairman’s View
 Duane Dahlman, Board Chair

Since 1903President’s Corner 
Ben Lang, President/Ceo

Seed Certification Evolves to Meet Industry Needs

We expect each day the sun to rise, the sun 
to set.  We expect that spring will come; we 
plant our seeds and will harvest our crops 

when fall arrives.  We expect the tractor to start when we turn the 
key and the motor on the dryer to spin when the start button is 
pressed.  Expectations are a norm in our everyday lives.  Everyone 
has them.  As we operate our businesses, whether in production 
or selling seeds, there are expectations from the consumers of 
the products.  The seed is expected to meet field and seed quality 
standards or it cannot be sold.  

MCIA is aware of these expectations and is dedicated to bring-
ing the best programs and services to its members to meet their 
growing needs.  The staff, along with CEO Ben Lang, are very 
forward and visionary thinkers, always putting MCIA on the leading 
edge with new programs and services.  Eric Schmidt, during a 
commencement address at the University of Pennsylvania, said, 
“None of us is as smart as all of us.”  How true this is with the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association.  We have the ability 

to connect with each other through our organization with the 
technology offered through the web pages and directory via the 
internet.  This combined knowledge offers us the ability to put 
the best products forward but also to find resolutions for the 
problems that may arise.  

As your Board Chair, it is my vision to continue the same pro-
gressive thinking that past Chairman, Jim Hunzeker, possessed.  
Under his leadership we continued to revise or add new pro-
grams and services to better serve our clients.  We thank him 
for his years of leadership to our organization.  Even though his 
business is native seed production and mine is hybrid seed corn 
production, we both have benefitted from the broad spectrum 
and diversity of programs that MCIA offers.  Everything relates 
back to the concept that we as producers or consumers have 
expectations and MCIA is there to deliver, to meet your needs.  

I wish everyone a safe and prosperous 2012 as we move through 
the planting season.

Seed certification programs are being 
impacted by the changes that are 
sweeping the seed industry.  Advances 
in plant breeding have challenged 
seed certifiers to rethink how seed 
quality should be measured and 
assured.  In 1919, plant breeders 
and other researchers interested in 

advancing crop production through improved crop varieties met 
in Chicago.  Their challenge was to identify seed production 
practices that would ensure that the qualities of the new crop 
varieties that were being developed were delivered to farmers 
through high quality seed.  The quality assurance practices they 
identified became the basis for seed certification standards that 
were subsequently adopted throughout the United States and 
Canada and eventually worldwide.  The modern seed certifica-
tion system still relies on that limited generation system with 
field and seed requirements that are verified through inspec-
tions and seed testing.  

Until now, all varieties of a crop type have been certified accord-
ing to a uniform set of standards regardless of any unique 
characteristics that a specific variety may possess.  In recent 

years, crop variety developers began to incorporate new traits 
or characteristics into crops that need to be preserved through-
out seed production. This ensures that buyers benefit from 
the unique attributes of these varieties.  These “distinguishing 
characteristics” include herbicide resistance, unique grain quality 
characteristics or performance characteristics that enhance a crop 
variety’s value to producers or end users.  Ensuring that these 
additional characteristics are present in seed is an essential part 
of verifying the quality of the seed. 

In 2011, the Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies 
(AOSCA) revised its standards to allow crop variety origina-
tors to designate “Additional Certification Requirements” 
when submitting a variety for approval for certification.  An 
additional requirement may include a designated seed test 
to confirm the presence of a genetic trait, an additional field 
assessment to verify completion of a required seed production 
activity or other verification methods as determined by the 
variety owner.  The seed certifying agent will verify that the 
additional requirement has been met when certifying seed of 
that variety.  Implementation of this change will allow seed 
certification programs to evolve to meet the rapidly changing 
needs of the seed industry.

Meeting Expectations
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CALENDAR

April
1 ............... Organic vegetable producer applications due
25-26 ........ AOSCA Northern Regional Mtg, Brookings, SD

May
1 ............... Organic crop producer applications due
28 ............. MCIA Office Closed

June
1 ............... Organic livestock producer applications due
7 ............... Field inspection applications due for:
 Small grains, Corn, Sunflower, 
 Soybean post spray and bloom inspections
 Forage & Mulch - 4 weeks prior to cutting
11-15 ........ University of California Davis - Seed Business 101SM
  Field Crops, Minneapolis
 For more information contact: jmartins@ucdavis.edu
18-19 ........ MCIA Board Meeting
20-23 ........ ASTA Annual Convention, National Harbor, MD
24-27 ........ AOSCA Annual Meeting, Sun Valley, ID

June - August Iowa State University - Seed Conditioning Workshops 
 Register online:
 www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/seedscience/home.html 
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