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MCIA Services
Certification Services

Field Services
Foundation Services
Organic Certification

Best of the Best in Wheat and 
Soybean Research Meetings

In this day-long workshop, growers will learn 
from researchers and extension specialists.  
These sessions are free.  Pre-registration is 
encouraged.  To register call, 1-800-242-
6118 ext. 3 or visit www.smallgrains.org and 
click on the Best of the Best link.

Small Grain Winter Workshops
Offered by the University of MN Extension.  
No cost to attend and lunch included at all 
sites (fee in Slayton). Contact Doug Holen 
at 218-770-4396 or holen009@umn.edu for 
more information.
 February 16 - Le Center - 10:30
 February 17 - Cold Spring - 10:30
 February 18 - Slayton - 1:00
 February 19 - Benson - 10:00

Foundation Seed Orders 
We are currently accepting orders for 
Foundation seed on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.  If you have not already placed a seed 
order, please do so as soon as possible for 
best availability.  A confirmation order form 
will be mailed to members later this month.

Calendar
Jan 27-28 MN Ag Expo, Mankato

Feb 4 Best of the Best in Wheat & 
 Soybean Research, Grand Forks

Feb 5 Best of the Best in Wheat &
 Soybean Research, Moorhead

Feb 15 MCIA Office Closed

Feb 17-18 International Crop Expo,
 Grand Forks

 Achievement in Crop Improvement Award
For his dedication to improving markets for Minnesota agricultural prod-
ucts, his interest in the seed industry and his service to MCIA, Craig Dam-
strom was named this year’s recipient of the Achievement in Crop Improve-
ment award. Before retiring from farming he produced certified seed but 
it was his experience in international agri-business that proved valuable to 
several organizations including MCIA. Craig served on the MCIA Board of 
Directors and several MCIA committees. He was a pioneering member of 
the Midwest Shippers organization and served as a trade consultant for the 
State of Minnesota.   

Premier and Honorary Premier Seedsman Awards
David Brule of Crookston has been involved in seed production for over 
50 years. A producer of certified wheat and barley seed, David enjoys the 
seed business and the people he has met. He belongs to the Polk County 
Crop Improvement organization and the Minnesota Wheat Growers. David 
continues to farm with his son Todd, producing certified wheat seed as well 
as soybeans, corn, sugar beets and black turtle beans.  

Jonathon Olson of Cottonwood traces his family ties to MCIA back to 
the 1920’s. Today the Olson family produces their blue tag certified seed 
organically. Through the years they have grown Certified soybean, wheat, 
oats and barley seed. Jonathon serves on the MCIA Organic Committee and 
is a member of the Minnesota Corn and Soybean Grower organizations and 
the Minnnesota Farm Bureau. 

Neal Anderson of St. Peter and the Anderson family have been producing 
hybrid seed corn since 1938. Under the Anderson Seeds brand Neal and his 
brother Peter produce about 350 acres of seed corn in addition to soybean 
seed and occasionally oats. Neal has served nine years on the MCIA Board 
of Directors including stints as Board Secretary and Treasurer. He is also 
active locally in 4H and the County Fair Board.

Jochum Wiersma of Crookston received the Honorary Premier Seedsman 
award. Jochum is well known to many seed growers and farmers around 
the state. The Small Grain Specialist at the University of Minnesota has 
dedicated 20 years to education, research and solving problems for wheat, 
barley and oat producers. During his tenure he established the Red River 
Valley On-Farm Yield Trials. Cooperating with farmers throughout the 
region, these test locations provide valuable information to producers and 
researchers. 


